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Circuit Writer 

Dear United Women in Faith, 

Scattering sunshine is still our priority as we close 2022 and begin a 
new year in 2023. Advent fills us with anticipation of the special 
ways we will celebrate our Savior’s birth throughout the season, but 
we want to keep the spirit of Christmas with us throughout the coming year. 
UWFaith offers some of the best opportunities to do just that. Under the leadership 
of our new MPCD District officers and Alabama-West Florida UWF Conference 
team, along with National Director Betty Helms, we can make a great difference 
even beyond our local projects. Let’s try to fill district leadership positions still open 
so we can be more effective in our efforts to spread Christ’s love through our ac-
tions.  
 
At the September 17th Fall Gathering, we elected the following officers who will 
begin their tenure in January 2023.            
         
          President — Debra Ketzel, PC First 
          Vice Pres.— Kathy McQuagge, PC First 
          Treasurer— Bonnie Brant, Gulfview 
          Historian — Jo Ann Stone, Gulfview 
          Spiritual Growth — Margie Vassie, PC First UWF 
          Communications — Kathy Hardy,  
 
These special ladies need your prayers as they lead us into the future, and I thank 
each one for graciously agreeing to take her position. As we face the challenges be-
fore us, may we ever feel God’s presence with us and remember that our faith offers 
hope to the hopeless when we shower them with God’s love through UWFaith.  
           

With much love and many prayers for 

God’s blessings, 

    

Deanie DeFelix  

deanie575@gmail.com          

Marianna-Panama City-Dothan 

2023 Communications 

Coordinator 

 

Kathy Hardy 
kathy@shipsofglassinc.com 

Marianna-Panama 

City-Dothan 

November 2022 

 
District event dates TBD 

 
See Conference Calendar 

on page 8. 
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From the Secretary’s Pen 

This a time of change for all of us, and so we have a name change for United Methodist 
Women to United Women in Faith.  This reminds me of all the other name changes we 
have had in my lifetime:  Women’s Society of Christian Service, Wesleyan Service Guild, 
and beginning in 1972, United Methodist Women.  We are still the same group of women 
committed to promoting mission projects for women and children locally, nationally, and 
internationally.   
 
We must begin to use our new name in our local churches.  Local secretaries need to use 
the new name on our 2023 Directories which should be put together in December.  Our 
business will still be done under the name of United Methodist Women, so unit treasurers 
need to continue making checks sent to District Treasurer out to United Methodist Women. 
 
Closing our year with the hustle and bustle of the holidays upon us creates added stress, but 
let’s not forget Bishop Graves’ words, “Chill out and do God’s work.”   
 
 
Grace and peace,  
 

Elizabeth Bell 
District Secretary 
ebell410@comcast.net        
 

                                                         
 

                                                   
       

 

Emanuel, God with us  
  Light of the world 

about:blank
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Tidbits from the 

Treasurer 

 Thank you for your support,  

 Peggy 

 

Ladies, 

Below is a summary of your giving as of November 1, 2022.  Please note the first five columns of 
donations apply to our $20,500 district pledge.  At $13,992.03 we have met 68% of our pledge.  We 
lack $6,507.97.  I think many units will collect their World Thank Offerings in November; this ap-
plies to our pledge. 

Thus far we have seven 5-Star Units.  That is fantastic!  I feel sure that number will increase when 
final reports are turned in. Also, please remember only $5 is needed for  a Gift to Mission or Gift in 
Memory (though more is appreciated!)  My unit's Christmas gift to our unit president is a Gift to 
Mission in her honor.  This is a nice way to honor anyone special in your unit, church, or life. 
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MN&O and SPIRITUAL 

GROWTH 

 
Something to share with the little ones and the 
young at heart on Christmas Eve . . . 
 
 
Kneeling Santa Prayer 

 

The sleigh was all packed, the reindeer were fed, 
But Santa still knelt by the side of his bed, 
“Dear Father, ” he prayed, “Be with me tonight. 
There’s much work to do and my schedule is tight. 
My sack will hold toys to grant all kids’ wishes. 
The supply will be endless like the loaves and the fishes. 
I can do all these things, Lord, only through You. 
I just need your blessing, then it’s easy to do. 
I do this only to honor the birth of the One, 
That was sent to redeem us, Your most Holy Son. 
So to all of my friends, lest Your glory I rob, 
Please, Lord, remind them who gave me this job.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read more: http://www.inspirationalarchive.com/150/kneeling-santa
-prayer/#ixzz68qAzQ4SL 

Martha Spiva 

Kathy MQuagge 

 

http://www.inspirationalarchive.com/150/kneeling-santa-prayer/#ixzz68qAzQ4SL
http://www.inspirationalarchive.com/150/kneeling-santa-prayer/#ixzz68qAzQ4SL
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Education and 

Interpretation/Program 

Resources 

Since we currently have no District E&I Coordinator, the following column presents com-
ments from Joyce Genz, E&I Conference Coordinator, AWF-UWFaith, published in a recent 
newsletter.  

“In the July/August 2022 response magazine, Ainise ‘Isama’u, the national president of United 
Women in Faith, states, ‘Working with the local unit is the key to this organization’s success. 
If none of the information ever gets to the local unit, then what’s the purpose of the national 
organization?’ I say the same is true for the conference and district levels. As officers and co-
ordinators, we must support our local units and make sure they get all the necessary communi-
cations and access to resource materials.  

“Each individual member is important but the strength of the local unit is its sisterhood sup-
porting each other and working together to reach women, children and youth around the world. 
The local unit is the origin of our mission dollars and our giving is the lifeblood to keep nearly 
100 national institutions and projects open and serving communities in the United States. Our 
UWFaith mission is expanded by the numerous grants awarded each year to agencies that sup-
port our Social Action campaigns. On May 20, United Women in Faith announced at Assem-
bly the awarding of a $250,000 grant to strengthen the relationship of young girls and incarcer-
ated mothers. The organization, Girls Embracing Mothers’ (GEM) goal is to break the cycle of 
incarceration and support girls and women in their efforts to lead healthy, healed, and whole 
lives.  

          . . .   

Challenging us “to increase our membership in order to support our pledges to mission for 
2022,” Joyce reminds us that “telling stories is key to painting a whole picture of United Wom-
en in Faith’s purpose.” The knowledge we gain from these stories “impacts mission giving, 
recruitment of new members, involvement in social action and racial justice, and strengthening 
spiritual growth. The Reading Program and other transformative educational opportunities are 
key components in challenging our worldview and sparking deep discussions.” To illustrate, 
she shares comments about her local unit book club’s experience in reading Failing Boldly: 
How Falling Down in Ministry Can Be the Start of Rising Up by Christian Coon:  

“This Leadership Development book from the 2021-2022 Reading Program list is highly  rec-
ommended. We discovered that it applies to failures in any life situation so don’t let the title 
dissuade you. The publisher’s summary states, ‘Few people would consider failures to be a gift 
from God. If you are trying to energize and grow a ministry, however, embracing the lessons 
and gifts of failure may be the best way to maintain an encouraging place for people to seek 
the heart of God. Personal stories of missteps and mistakes of those working to grow ministries 
show how failure is a springboard to new experiences and, hopefully, a deeper connection to 
God.’”  

Joyce urges us to “continue to tell the stories that educate and motivate us to greater service 
because we believe that love in action can change the world.”  
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Nominations 

Nell Chance Award 

 
 
DISTRICT OFFICE TENURE YEARS: Even means the officer will go off in a year end-
ing in an even number. If an office gets out-of-sync, the term should be only one year to get 
the office back in sync with the Even and Odd years listed below.  
 
President – Even                                                     Vice President – Odd                                                          
Secretary – Even                                                     Treasurer – Odd                                                                                              
Communications Coordinator – Even                     MN&O – Odd                                                                                                 
Social Action – Even                                              Nominations Chair – Odd                                                                               
Education & Interpretation/PR — Even             Spiritual Growth — Odd 
 
The positions printed in bold show vacant district seats we need to fill. 

If you have a nominee for the Nell Chance Excellence in Service 
Award, please email KristineUWF@gmail.com. A little about the 
award: This award is named in memory of Nell Chance as a way to re-
member her and the many ways she believed in our mission as United 
Methodist Women. A moving force in the mission work of United Meth-
odist Women of the Alabama-West Florida Conference for many years 
and a passionate believer in our mission to women, children, and youth, 
Nell was a member of Monroeville United Methodist Women and the 
United Methodist Church in Monroeville, Alabama. During her adult life, 
she served in many positions not only in her local unit, but district, confer-
ence, and jurisdiction as well. She was the 1997-2000  Alabama-West 
Florida Conference President. A brief letter should be submitted by indi-
viduals or mission teams giving biographical information and explanation 
of how the nominee has demonstrated the standards set by Nell Chance. A 
photo of the nominee, if available, included with the letter will be most 
helpful.  

*Deadline to nominate someone is the second day of Soul Care  
(Spiritual Enrichment) Retreat in October.  

Kristine Jones 
AWF-UWFaith 
MN&O 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

COORDINATOR 

This is my final issue as editor of Circuit Writer.  

During these past few years, I’ve learned much more than I ever thought to ask about 
the difference United Methodist Women make in this world of ours. Alabama-West 
Florida District has experienced challenges we never imagined, such as recovery from 
Hurricane Michael, Covid shutdowns, serious division in the global church. Through 
all of our ups and downs, we’ve seen how important communication is. Without the 
technology we sometimes take for granted, we find ourselves isolated from each other 
and frustrated beyond measure. Can you imagine the cost of sending this newsletter via 
snail mail the way we used to do, paying 60 cents postage per address?! Aren’t we 
thankful we learned how to “Zoom” when we couldn’t meet in person? United Meth-
odist Women leaders have refused to buckle under pressure, thus evolving into United 
Women in Faith. We must remember that our ability to keep the lines of communica-
tion open amid the constant flux of life will determine the extent to which we can 
spread peace, hope, and joy to all women, children, and youth.  

Our new editor, Kathy Hardy, will continue to publish the following: 

1. upcoming district and conference events and programs 

2. upcoming district votes like slate of district officer nominations or Standing 
Rule changes, 

3.   news and photos from local units 

4. highlights of special social action events or news 

5. district-wide participation in a special project 

6. encouragement and procedures for the various local unit awards and attend-
ance 

  Help Kathy stay informed by sending information about your local units, and thank you for your 
patience with me as I learned what I was doing throughout my tenure. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Deanie DeFelix    

Wishing you Peace, Hope, Love, and Joy 
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           IMPORTANT DATES FOR  
 
         UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 
 
                               2023 

  

JANUARY 
 

14—AWF-UWFaith Conference Executive Mission 
Team Meeting, 9:30 start time. Bay Pines District  

 
FEBRUARY 

Do you need a            
 MISSION STUDY Leader? 

Elizabeth Bell and Deanie DeFelix have received the 
Mission u training to teach  
                     Who Can We Be Together?  
Contact either of them if your unit is in need of a very 
timely study:  
 

ebell410@comcast.net or deanie575@gmail.com 

MARCH 
 

ALABAMA-WEST FLORIDA CONFERENCE 
 

UNITED WOMEN in FAITH 
 

ANNUAL DAY 
 

24-25 
Southwest District  

APRIL 
 

EASTER, 9th 

OCTOBER 6-7—AWF-UWFaith Conference Spiritual    
Enrichment Retreat (SER) and 2023 EX. Mission Team 
election & installation, Blue Lake Assembly Grounds  

 
 

ANNUAL REPORTS 
 DUE  

NEXT MONTH 

 

NOVEMBER 
 
 

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH  
SUNDAY CELEBRATIONS 

 

***ANNUAL REPORTS DUE*** 
 

DECEMBER: CHRISTMAS LOVE IN ACTION 
 

Take pictures to share in Circuit Writer and 
to use on our district’s display board at AWF  

UWFaith Conference Annual Day. 
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Woman of the Year Bonnie Werten-
berger receives pin from UWFaith 
President Deanie DeFelix during 

United Women in Faith Sunday at 

Members of the Abbeville, AL unit of United 
Women in Faith are shown preparing bags of 

feminine hygiene supplies for girls at Abbeville 
High School.   

Gulfview UWFaith having fun 
with their “Bunnies” project 

Peggy Pelt making pink  
crocheted crosses for a local 

UWFaith Breast Cancer Survivors 
Tea held at Graceville FUMC in 

late October 

Enjoying SER 

Spending time 
close to God on a 
glorious fall day 
beside Blue Lake 

LOVE 
 

IN 
 

ACTION 
 
 

SPREADING 

 
 

JOY 
 

HOPE 
 

PEACE 


