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Circuit Writer 

Ecclesiastes 1:9 is the origin of what has become a  

common proverb, “There’s nothing new under the sun.”  

 

The verse reads like this: “What has been will be again, / what has been 

done will be done again; / there is  nothing new under the sun.” As a  modern 

idiom, “there’s nothing new under the sun” is often used as a world-weary com-

plaint against life’s monotony (www.gotquestions.com).   

 

For the past several years, all of us have been trying to overcome catastrophic 

effects from Hurricane Michael and the loss of loved ones to the pandemic; ex-

periencing interruption of our daily routines with long periods of isolation and 

concern for the health of everyone around us, as well as ourselves; and yearning 

for a return to some kind of 

normalcy.  

 

Today’s world is making us 

weary of the monotony of deal-

ing with daily challenges. 

We’re frustrated because we’re 

being pushed out of our pre-

dictable, comfortable nests; 

however, maybe we should be 

grateful that God is with us 

through each uncertain day, 

opening our eyes to different 

ways of serving Him by com-

ing together with more pro-

found appreciation for the true 

purpose of life. We may resist 

change initially, just as the Jews did when Jesus walked among them. Let’s not 

forget, though, how much more meaningful our faith becomes when we follow 

Jesus’ example of shaking things up a bit to show our love and compassion for 

those who need Him in their world as much as do we. (cont. on p. 7) 

 

Blessings,   (Several graphics and text excerpts borrowed  

Deanie DeFelix          from resources at www.awf-umw.org)   

MAY 2022 

Marianna-Panama City-Dothan 

Communications 

Coordinator 

 

Deanie DeFelix 
deanie575@gmail.com 

Marianna-Panama 

City- 

MAY 20-22: 
ASSEMBLY, ORLANDO 
 
JULY 22-23: 
MISSION u (registration 
deadline, July 11 ) 
ALDERSGATE UMC 
MONTGOMERY, AL 
 
SEPTEMBER 17: 
DISTRICT FALL 
GATHERING 
PANAMA CITY FUMC 
 
OCTOBER 7-8: 
AWF CONFERENCE 
SPIRITUAL ENRICH-
MENT RETREAT 



 

Circuit Writer May 2022               2 

From the Secretary’s Pen 

Hosting our Conference Annual meeting here in Marianna on February 19 was a great pleasure!  We had 
about 60 registered and had great weather to begin our new year.  The worship, music, communion, meals, 
and inspiring meditations by Rev. Ashley Davis seemed to be enjoyed by all. 
 
Returning to Moss Hill after being away for two years was inspirational for the 28 of us who attended!  This 
was the first visit for our Dothan sisters.  Being in that historical building always reminds us of the women 
who came long before us and the hardships they faced.  We memorialized our 63 members who left us during 
2019, 2020, and 2021; sang "The Church in the Wildwood;" and enjoyed lunch on the grounds.  
 
Let me remind our local unit secretaries to keep a running list of deceased members with date of death for 
each so we can include these special ladies at our next memorial service. Your presidents must record this 
information in their annual reports and will greatly appreciate your assistance in that area.  
 
On a lighter but critical note, one very necessary thing we learned at Moss Hill was where to find the key to 
the bathrooms:  in the piano bench!  We look forward to returning next year and hope to see you there for our  
District Day Apart. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

Elizabeth Bell 
District Secretary 
ebell410@comcast.net                                                           

Moss Hill Day Apart  
Memorial Service 

 

Many Thanks, 
 

Kathy McQuagge, MNO 

Martha Spiva, Spiritual Growth 
Deb Ketzel, PC FUMC 

Elizabeth Bell, Marianna FUMC 

about:blank
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Tidbits from the 

Treasurer 

Toward the end of March, I sent district presidents and treasurers a spreadsheet indicating 
the monies I have received from the various units thus far. I know some units prefer to 
send in their donations once or twice a year rather than each quarter. That is fine! I'm hap-
py to receive the money whenever you choose to send it -- as long as I receive it by the 
end of November. 
 
A brief breakdown of the donations follows: 
         Total donations:  $6,310.25 
         Of this, $4,815.25 applies to our $20,500 pledge. That's 23% of the total, about on    
         target for the first quarter. 
 
These amounts may have changed by the time you receive this issue, so if you have any 
questions, feel free to ask me.  If I don't know the answer, I'll try to find out. 
 
I do know I "short changed" one unit by $5. Someone bought a Gift to Mission card at the 
Annual District Meeting in Dothan, January 29, but I failed to make a note of the person/
unit. (I wish this is the worst mistake I'll make, but I'm sure it won't be.)  Will whoever 
made the purchase please notify me? 
 
Thank you for all your work! 
   

 Peggy Pelt 
Treasurer 
Marianna-Panama City-Dothan District 
e-mail: ppelt@comcast.net 
 
        
 
PLEASE NOTE  the following information posted on the home page of www.awf-uwf.org 
 

AWF UMW 2022 Pledge to Mission: FUNDING OUR MISSION - OUR PLEDGE 
 

United Methodist Women members prayerfully make pledges to their local organization. Their 
Mission Giving contributes to local mission, spiritual formation, programs for membership devel-
opment and outreach in the community. The pledge journeys from the LOCAL to the DISTRICT 
and then to the CONFERENCE United Methodist Women. The pledged amount designated for 
mission is sent to the national body and budgeted for ministries with women, children and youth in 
the United States and all around the world. Women are involved in mission at each step of the 
way. 

 
United Methodist Women mission giving is in compliance with The Book of Discipline of the 

United Methodist Church 2016, Paragraph 256, Section 5, Article 6. 
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MNO and SOCIAL ACTION 

At our AWF UMW Annual Conference Annual Day at Marianna FUMC, Membership Nurture & Out-
reach Coordinator Kristine Jones echoed the sentiments expressed by our own Marianna-Panama City-
Dothan District MNO and Spiritual Growth Coordinators, Kathy McQuagge and Martha Spiva: 

  

 

 

 

 

Have you composed your “elevator speech” yet? Kristine challenged us to be 
ready at any time to share a brief (30-60 seconds) description of why UM-
W/UWF matters to us, how it helps us express our faith through our actions, 
how we develop a sisterhood as we grow together in our faith. Above all, 
share as much uplifting information as possible within the moment of a brief 
encounter. Leave no doubt that you love being a United Woman in Faith. 

Kristine led a Celebration of Life at the AWF-UMW Annual Day meeting at 
Marianna First UMC in Marianna, Florida. Seventy members who had died 
in 2021 were remembered.   More photos may be found at https://www.awf-umw.org/2022-annual-day  

The Celebration of Life 
tree displayed at Confer-
ence Annual Day (left) 
inspired MNO Kathy 
McQuagge to use the same 
plan at our Moss Hill Day 
Apart memorial for district 
members who passed away 
between 2019 and 2021. 
The ringing of the bell and 
the white crocheted crosses 
made by Peggy Pelt gave a 
fitting reminder of the con-
tributions of each beloved 
member. 

We Remember 

We know that things have changed as we continue to move 
beyond the pandemic and get back to a sense of normalcy. I 
encourage all members to get the new prayer calendar 
which has a new look and a new name: Daily Prayer Guide 
2022. It’s a great resource for daily devotion. [Let me]  
challenge you to use it daily, share its monthly scriptures 
and prayers. You  will find it uplifting and spirit filled.  
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Education and 

Interpretation/Program 

Resources 

Currently vacant, this is a vital position we need to fill if we are going to honor our pur-
pose to the best of our ability. Conference E & I Coordinator Joyce Genz speaks about the 
importance of this officer at each level: 

 

 

 

 

See Joyce’s column about the responsibilities of the E & I Coordinator in the March 2022 issue of 
Alert :  https://www.awf-umw.org 

Please consider taking this position as part of your service to our  

Marianna-Panama City-Dothan District. 

In my opinion, the Education and Interpretation Coordinator is one of the 
least understood offices but perhaps one of the most necessary for sharing 
the importance and impact of mission giving as an act of faith and com-
mitment to mission projects that support women, children, and youth 
around the world. In learning about the mission and what happens to our 
gifts, we should be motivated to better support the work of our organiza-
tion. 

Social Action 

Another vacant District position is Social Action Coordinator. This key leadership role is 
one all of us should pray about because we cannot truly call ourselves “Women in Faith” 
without being involved in the work Jesus calls us to do to minister to the needs of women, 
children, and youth who struggle daily to survive the many challenges plaguing our society, 
both locally and globally.  

“Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.” (James 2:17, NKJV)  

Remember, what we do matters so much more than what we say! You’ll see evidence of 
our faith at work on the “Love in Action” page of this newsletter. Is God calling you to co-
ordinate our efforts to achieve even more together, to stand together on the truths and 
promises of His Word, to shine His Light throughout our world?  

In the words of a faithful deceased UMW saint who was recruiting leaders for her unit, 

“Will you say ‘No’ to Jesus?” 
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Mission u 2022 

 

 Luke 13: One Transformative Biblical Curriculum for Everyone  

For more than a century we’ve been gathering annually to better understand how to live our 

faith in the world by studying for spiritual growth and learning about contemporary issues 

and neighbors in different geographic areas. Beginning in 2022, we are taking an exciting 

new approach to Mission u curricula! Mission u will now introduce three new curricula each 

year—one for adults, one for youth and one for children—all focusing on a shared biblical 

theme. Through these vibrant, relevant, justice-oriented and biblically centered curricula, 

Mission u will continue its commitment to learning together for the transformation of the 

world.  

These inspiring curricula include opportunities for intergenerational learning and are de-

signed to be easy to use in small groups, local churches, vacation Bible schools, retreats and 

other settings. Developed by diverse teams, each study was tested in different church settings 

and adapted and optimized based on feedback. And now they are ready for you!  

Make plans to attend Mission u at Aldersgate United Methodist Church (6610 Vaughn Road) 

in Montgomery on July 23, with an optional Ubuntu Day on July 22. For the first time in 

many years we will have youth and children’s studies! Go to https://www.awf-umw.org/ for 

more information, plus online and mail-in registration forms.  

The Reverend Jim DuFriend is our 2022 Dean, 

 and Deaconess Clara Ester is our Assistant Dean.  
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Nominations 

 
As a continuation of  the Marianna-Panama City-Dothan District President’s message from page 1, this appeal 

is extremely important for each of us to ponder and pray about:  

 

We need members to step up when called upon to lead our district along 

our new journey as United Women in Faith. 

 

Now that we have merged the formerly separate Marianna-Panama City and Dothan Districts, 

we must reorganize our Nomination Committee to include willing representatives from our 

entire merged area. Please search your heart about serving on this important committee; let 

Deanie DeFelix know if you feel God leading you to offer your service in finding those He 

wants to take current open leadership positions, as well as those that will be vacant in January 

2023. We have amazing talent in our members that we should be using.  

 

You saw on page 5 that E & I/Program Resources and Social Action are currently vacant. 

Most of the current District Executive Team have served extended terms because of pandemic 

challenges, so others deserve the opportunity to bring their ideas to the table to help us move 

forward. Please take this call seriously because we don’t want to begin the 2023-2025 term 

with positions such as president, treasurer, etc. vacant.  

 

My goal is to meet with those who will join me on Zoom on Thursday, June 23, to form a new 

Nomination Committee and then begin this important work. We’ll set the time after I poll re-

sponders to determine what will work for everyone. Ideally, I would like to present the new 

slate of officers for approval/election at the Fall Gathering on September 17 at Panama City 

FUMC. The new District President and her team need some time to plan for their term to 

begin on January 1, 2023. 

 

Finally, I thank all of you for your prayers and support during the planning, preparation, and 

execution of Conference Annual Day in Marianna and District Day Apart at Moss Hill in 

Vernon. God bless each of you on your daily journey with courage and strength to face the 

challenges and peace, joy, and assurance in your walk with Jesus. 

 

Faith, Hope, and Love, 

Deanie DeFelix 

850-209-3834 

deanie575@gmail.com 
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 
 

                              2022 
 
 

MAY 20-22: Assembly 2022: Turn It UP!  
                    Orlando Convention Center  

JUNE 12-15 : ALABAMA-WEST FLORIDA  
                        UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
                        ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
                         Montgomery, AL 
                         Dunn-Oliver Acadome Alabama 
                         State University Campus  
 

 Attendees: AWF-UWF President and District 
Presidents as Voting Delegates 

 
JUNE 23: MPCD Nomination Committee ZOOM 
                  (Time TBD) 

 

JULY 16: Conference Executive Team Meeting  
                  Enterprise UMC, Zoom 8:00 AM   
                  X Team Officers, District Presidents, and  
                  District Treasurers   
                  2022 District Budget Reviews  
 
JULY 23-24: Cooperative Mission u  
                       Aldersgate UMC, MontgomeryAL   
      (July 23 Ubuntu Day 1:00 – 4:00 PM) 
      (July 24 Study 8:30 AM – 5:30 PM) 
 

AUGUST 1: Circuit Writer Deadline 
 
                       
                      MISSION STUDY? 

SEPTEMBER 17: Marianna-Panama City-Dothan  
                               Fall Gathering, Panama City  
                               FUMC, 9 am-2 pm 
                               Nomination Committee Report 
                                

RSVP for lunch by Mon., Sept. 13 
 
                                

OCTOBER 7-8: AWF-UWF Conference Spiritual 
                             Enrichment Retreat, Blue Lake   

 
Fri. 3:00 PM check-in / Sat. 7:00 am check-in  

NOVEMBER 1: Circuit Writer Deadline 
 
NOVEMBER 5: Conference Leadership Develop-      
                             ment Lunch and Learn for  
                             District Presidents and Treasurers,  
                             ZOOM, 8:30-3:30 
 

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH  
SUNDAY CELEBRATIONS 

 
***ANNUAL REPORTS DUE*** 

 

DECEMBER: CHRISTMAS LOVE IN ACTION 
 

Take pictures to share in Circuit Writer and 
to use on our district’s display board at AWF  

UWF Conference Annual Day. 


