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Greetings to my UNITED METHODIST WOMEN SISTERS:
It is always an honor to greet you in the name of Jesus Christ, Our Savior and in the name of United
Methodist Women. You have heard me say this many times, but I must also always remind you that I am
honored to serve you in this great mission. I thank God for this opportunity.
By this time of the year, we would have normally completed Mission Studies, attended Mission u, had
numerous fund-raisers, read a lot of books, and would be preparing for our Annual District Spiritual
Enrichment Day. We would be looking forward to attending the Conference Spiritual Enrichment Retreat
and watching the beautiful sunset at Blue Lake. However, as you know, thanks to the covid-19 virus, the
whole world changed, and all of our in-person activities and events were cancelled. I am reminded of
the old saying, if you want to make God laugh, tell him that you have a plan.
Has this year been a challenge for us? Yes, of course it has. We have had to re-set and re-imagine; we
have had to re-think everything that we normally do. Just maintaining communications has been a
major accomplishment. We have had to make adjustments while trying to stay focused on our purpose
and goals, our responsibility and pledge to families all over the world while, all the time trying to keep
ourselves and our families spiritually grounded, healthy and safe.
Has this year been a challenge for us? Yes, of course it has, but who better to face a challenge than this
great community known as United Methodist Women? Why? Because we never lose hope and we
never give up. We are a light and a bond of faith in all types of circumstances. We stand strong IN HIS
SERVICE because we strive to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; we strive to
develop a creative and supportive fellowship; we strive to expand concepts of mission through
participation in the global ministries of the church. In other words, WE PUT FAITH HOPE AND LOVE
INTO ACTION.
In spite of all of the diversion and challenges, I want you to know how proud I am of our membership.
Many of our units have put forth efforts to re-group by having zoom meetings, e-mailing, texting, calling
and doing whatever it takes to keep us together and working. As a result, we are seeing service in
action. We are a little over half way of meeting our $20,000.00 PLEDGE TO MISSION (see the latest
PLEDGE REPORT included in the newsletter) and several of our units made contributions to UMCOR and
other community agencies. Also, our units are still serving the ladies at McKemie Place, Dumas Wesley
Community Center and other programs through-out the city.
Are we facing challenges? Yes, we are. Are these challenges difficult? Yes, they are. However, we must
always remember that it’s not all about us – no matter how trying the situation, we have responsibilities.
We have missions world-wide depending on our spiritual, physical, and financial support. Without us,
they simple can’t provide assistance to families.
In order for us to reach our goals , I am asking that we make special efforts to focus on these areas of
concern: Meeting our PLEDGE; 5 CHANNELS OF GIVING; MISSION TODAY; READING PROGRAM (ask

The Informer
your family and friends to read with us) and CHARTER FOR RACIAL JUSTICE (every
unit must study the Charter). I believe in us. I know that the Mobile District will
meet our goals.
Please stay informed regarding 2021 Mobile District Mission Team Elections and
Conference Virtual Spiritual Enrichment Retreat. We need our entire
membership to participate.
Thank you for your cards, calls and kind words of encouragement regarding my
election to the Southeastern Jurisdiction Leadership Team. I appreciate your
confidence and support and as always, I am honored to serve and represent the
dedicated members of the Mobile District. My hope is that you will keep me
lifted in your prayers.
Remember, are these times difficult? Yes, they are, but we can do this
Why? Because we are UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
How? Because we put FAITH HOPE AND LOVE INTO ACTION

MOBILE DISTRICT
MISSION TEAM 2020
President
Barbara Carroll
Vice President
Gail Bradford
Secretary
Marcie McNeal
Treasurer
Sally Pehler
Communications
Stephanie Jacobs
Mission Coordinators

God Bless and keep each of you and your families safe and healthy
Pray for our Bishop and Church Leadership
Pray for United Methodist Women
Pray for this world that we live in
Pray that we remember that we are to love one another as God has loved us
WEAR YOUR MASK
WASH YOUR HANDS
COMPLETE THE 2020 CENSUS

PRACTICE SOCIAL DISTANCE
VOTE

IN HIS SERVICE

Education and Interpretation
Rosalind Darby
Membership Nurture &
Outreach
Robbie Bunkley
Social Action
Karen Hazen
Spiritual Growth
Ginger Sorenson

Barbara

Registrar
Mary Presley

Barbara Coakley Carroll
Mobile District UMW President
READING PROGRAM: PLEASE
read all you can and ask your
family and friends to read with
us. Give them the book list or
suggest a book(s) for them. We
will appreciate their help – we
want to keep that BOOK WORM
AWARD.

Historian
Shirley Bryan
Parliamentarian
Sylvia McCaskill
Committee on Nominations
Shirley Bryan, Chair
Betty Ewbank
Kay Lauber

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram
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Treasurer’s Report
I hope this finds you all Happy & Healthy and trying
to stay COOL! The wonderful spring that we had at
the beginning of this quarantine has been replaced
with many days of (as one weatherman put it)—“Air
you can wear” humidity!! ☺
I know this has been a strange year, but our district
is really showing that pandemic or not, we are
ready, willing and able to continue being advocates
for Women and Children; as well as the community.
The units of the Mobile district sent over $2600 to
UMCOR. (This money helped provide items for
necessary kits, since our ‘kit-making’ activity that is
normally in May was canceled). Thank you, units for reporting your totals to me since this money was
sent straight to UMCOR from the individual units.
As of August 10th, we have $11,355 of our $20,000 total pledge that has been fulfilled. We have a little
over four months to complete this pledge, so please discuss with your units their plans for reaching the
goals of being a 5-star unit. Currently, we have five units that have met these goals. The five channels of
giving are: Pledge to Mission, Special Recognition, Gift to Mission, Gift in Memory and World Thank
Offering. If you are curious if your unit has met the criteria, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Stay Well and should you ever need anything, please call, text or email.
Sally Pehler
Treasurer
251-490-4717
s.pehler@comcast.net
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SEJ CONFERENCE UPDATE
Many thanks to members
of the Mobile District for
your interest and
registrations for the
cancelled SEJ Conference.
Our registration numbers
showed just how much we
love UWM and want to
help the mission succeed.
Reimbursement checks
are being mailed.
____________
UMW DAY:
Hopefully we will have
resumed in-person
services by November. If
so, each Local Unit is
encouraged to start
planning for our Annual
Local Unit UMW Day.
Please follow your
individual church’s guide
and procedures for
meetings and events.
____________

MISSION TODAY:
Many of these items can
be completed without in
person meeting. Let’s
work hard to complete the
requirements.

Education and Interpretation
Hello UMW,
We are half-way through 2020 and there have been many unexpected changes.
We are not able to hold in person meetings with our units, but we are still
trying to maintain contact with one another by email, text, phone or other
online services. Please remember the 5 Channels of Mission Giving, The
Mission Today Criteria and the Reading Program. Information can be found on
the unitedmethodistwomen.org website.
Please ask every member in
your unit to read books from
the UMW Reading Program –
you could even invite friends
and family to read. Our district
had a total of 91 readers in
2019, with 12 of 16 Units
participating. We received the
2018 and 2019 Conference
Reading Awards. If everyone
reads, we can bring this award
back to Mobile again next year
– Let’s Keep That Book Worm!
There are two following women
who contributed information on
being a UMW. Both were
exceptional.
"It feels awesome to be a UMW. I really feel like I’m a part of a group that up
lifts me in so many ways and I could not be more happier or grateful for this
group" by Dominique House, Treasurer.
"I've been a UMW for over 20 years and I can truly say that I have enjoyed all of
them. You learn so much about what is happening all over the world and our
contributions to Mission." by Toni Broughton, Nominations.
Rosalind M. Darby
Education & Interpretation
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Vice President
As you know, the responsibility of the vice-president is the ensure that the purpose,
goals, and activities of the unit are planned and followed. It is a position of support –
it’s the “glue” that keeps the unit together.
This my simple message to you in this publication. It is time to “re-set”.
Communicate
Review your calendar and activity plan
Make sure “all members” know your plan
Review your Budget and 5 Channels of Giving
Review your Mission Today items
Review your progress for the Reading Program
Evaluate progress and effectiveness of leadership
Use all talents and resources available
“Always” seek to increase membership – INVITE
Let’s be the best that we can be…. Work together!!
IN HIS SERVICE
Barbara Carroll for Gail Bradford
Vice-President Mobile District Mission Team

--------------------------------------

Membership Nurture & Outreach
GOD PUT THIS ON MY HEART THIS MORNING ........
THIS WAS GIVEN FOR ALL OF THE UMW TO DO! WE MUST CALL A UMW MEMBER OR A FRIEND ... AND SAY .... I
WANT TO PRAY A SHORT PRAYER ON THE PHONE WITH YOU. LIKE THIS ....... THIS IS WHAT WE MUST DO TO MAKE
THE VIRUS GO AWAY. AS WE PRAY ....... SAY
"GOD, YOU SAID ASK AND IT SHALL BE GIVEN, SEEK AND YOU WILL FIND, KNOCK AND THE DOOR WILL BE OPEN."
WE ARE ASKING FOR THIS VIRUS TO BE TAKEN AWAY FROM THIS EARTH! WE ARE ASKING THAT ALL THE SICK TO BE
MADE WELL AGAIN. ASKING THAT THE PEOPLE WHO ARE FEARFUL, AFRAID OF BEING ALONE, THAT THROUGH THIS
ASKING PRAYER THAT ALL THIS WILL BE GONE AWAY! YOU ARE OUR GOD, OUR JESUS CHRIST AND OUR HOLY SPIRIT
AND WE LOVE YOU SO MUCH! WE ARE PRAYING THIS PRAYER ASKING, KNOCKING, AND SEEKING YOU,
LORD, TO TAKE THIS VIRUS TO BE .... GONE!
ALL OF THIS I ASK IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST, MY SAVIOR, AMEN.
LET US CALL THIS ...... PRAYER POWER!!!!! DO THIS ONE TIME A DAY OR MORE FEEL THANKFUL TO GOD FOR HIS LISTENING TO OUR PRAYER. GOD IS THE ONLY WAY THIS VIRUS WILL GO AWAY.
MY GRANDMOTHER SAID,"ALWAYS PRAY MY DEAR LITTLE GIRL." HUGS FROM YOUR DISTRICT MN & O ....
ROBBIE BUNKLEY
Membership Nurture & Outreach
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August 2020 Spiritual Growth
As I continue to go through our programs, I need to remember that I am writing
for my sisters in Christ as well as myself. I want to make sure we pray and
understand our mission so that we can reflect on how God has illuminated our
growth with God and each other.
Bible Verse: Ephesians 5:8
You were once in darkness but now you are light in the Lord
so, live your life as children of light.
This program focuses on 3 people.
Victor Zinkuratire, Kenyan Theologian and professor uses Isaiah as a prophet of
hope. Isaiah's message of challenge and hope must be a model for the mission of
the church today, to confront and expose trouble and transform the exploitation
of violence and despair.

To order the 2021 Program
Book, Prayer Calendar and
other materials, go to
unitedmethodistwomen.org
.
Use Members and Leaders
to get the Reading Program
list. www.unitedmethodist
women.org/readingprogra
m
Use Membership
Resources, to get pledge
cards and other items.
Use Order Resources, to
order items.

Former Bishop Peter Storey of the
Methodist Church Southern Africa:
When the South African Council of
Churches headquarters that had
previously been destroyed by a
bomb circa (1990) He noted that
the true church of Christ was to
some a scourge and scandal to
people in their land.
Marian Wright Edelman founder of
Children's Defense Fund: Reminds
us of how important this light, this
refusal to conform, is to others. All
of my mentors, men, women of
different faiths all colors... Shared
and instilled a vision and hope of
what we could be, not what was.

Resources

Purpose

Marian Wright Edelman

United Methodist Women
shall be a community of
women whose purpose is to
know God and to
experience freedom as
whole persons through
Jesus Christ; to develop a
creative, supportive
fellowship; and to expand
concepts of mission through
participation in the global
ministries of the church.

This is a line from the lesson I think that is appropriate to close with.
"We are to be sources of light and love, uncovering all that pretends to be
religious, to be faithful, exposing all that defies God' s calls to love and mercy and
do justice, to be signs of Kin-dom of God breaking into our world here and now."
God Bless You
Ginger Sorensen
Spiritual Growth

CHARTER FOR RACIAL
JUSTICE:
ALL UNITS will be required
to read and cover the
guidelines of the Charter
this year. If you need a
copy, please see our
website.
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2021 Mobile District Election Procedures:
Posted below – Please READ and submit questions or comments to Shirley Bryan, District Chair of
nominations. Additional information and voting ballots will be sent prior to the election.
REVISED 2021 MOBILE DISTRICT MISSION TEAM ELECTION PROCEDURES
District Mission Team Elections are scheduled to be held each year at our local Spiritual Enrichment Day.
However due to the current covid pandemic, all UMW in-person meetings and events have been
cancelled for the remainder of the year. Therefore, the election procedure had to be revised and
planned to be held virtually. The District Nomination Committee has determined that we will adhere to
the following procedure for posting, nominating and voting for our 2021 in-coming and returning
officers:
2021 Nomination Committee Slate of Officers to be elected:
President – Michele Smith, South Brookley UMC
Secretary – Marcie McNeal, St. John UMC (currently serving interim term)
Coordinator of Education & Interpretation /Program Resources– Sylvia McCaskill, Toulminville-Warren
Street UMC
Communications – Susan McRae, Christ UMC
Nominations Class of 2023 – Geneva Hogan, Toulminville-Warren Street UMC
Nominations Class of 2023 – Graciela Esmeralda Quijada, St. John’s UMC
Nominations Class of 2023 –
Officers completing previously elected terms:
Vice-President – Gail Bradford, Saraland UMC
Treasurer - Sally Pehler, Christ United UMC
Coordinator of Spiritual Growth – Ginger Sorenson, Theodore UMC
Coordinator of Social Action – Karen Hazen, Christ United UMC
Coordinator of Membership Nurture Outreach – Robbie Bunkley, Christ United UMC
Nominations Class of 2021 – Sharon Hyland, Kingswood UMC
Nominations Class of 2021 – Judy Burnham, South Brookley UMC
Nominations Class of 2021 – Carolyn Brown, St. John UMC
Nominations Class of 2022 –Mary Gipson, Theodore First UMC
Nominations Class of 2022- Sallie Brown, Pine Grove UMC
Appointed Positions: (to be appointed by in-coming president)
Historian
Registrar
Parliamentarian
Elected officers will serve two terms with a maximum of two consecutive terms in one position.
Terms for elected officers will begin on January 1, 2021
Training will be provided
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Voting Procedure:
Posting: The 2021 Mobile District Nomination Committee Slate of Officers will be posted in the District
Newsletter being distributed in August, 2020
Open Nominations: The floor will be open for nominations for all vacant positions on the dates of
September 16 thru end of day on September 18, 2020 - once the “open period” is closed, no
further nominations will be accepted
Election Dates: The official election dates will be September 23 thru end of day September 25, 2020.
All non-votes will be counted as “yes votes” for the presented nomination slate
Method of Voting: All nominees and votes must be submitted by e-mail or text to District Chair of
Nominations, Shirley Bryan 251-487-2986, jackbryan1216@att.net
Eligible Voters: The president (or designee) of each Local Unit is eligible to vote – one vote per unit and
of the District Mission Team
Results of Election: Election results will be forwarded to each Unit President, District and Conference
Mission Teams
Duties of Committee on Nominations:
• The Committee must know the skills, interest and leadership potential of all Mobile District
UMW and know the qualifications for open positions
• Provides slate of officers to be nominated for election and presented to district UMW President
• Keeps record of officer terms served for election and completion of terms
• Notifies committee of award pins and recognitions to be given annually
• Provide, collect and maintain Talent Bank Forms
Current Mobile District Mission Team:
President – Barbara Carroll
Vice-President – Gail Bradford
Secretary – Marcie McNeal
Treasurer – Sally Pehler
Communications – Stephanie Jacobs
Membership Nurture Outreach-Robbie Bunkley
Spiritual Growth – Ginger Sorenson
Social Action – Karen Hazen
Education & Interpretation– Rosalind Darby
Historian – Shirley Bryan
Registrar – Mary Presley
Parliamentarian – Sylvia McCaskill
Nominations Class of 2020 – Shirley Bryan, Chair Kay Lauber, Betty Ewbank
Nominations Class of 2021 – Judy Burnham, Carolyn Brown, Sharon Hyland
Nominations Class of 2022 – Carolyn Brown
All UMW members are encouraged to complete a Talent Bank Form to the Nomination Committee –
WE NEED YOU!!
Meet Michele Smith, our nominee for District President. Michelle is a member
of South Brookley UMC. She has also had many different positions in her local
church. She serves as the president of her local unit at South Brookley and she
served two terms as Secretary on the District Mission Team and Conference
Communications Coordinator. She is a nurse and serves as our “nurse on duty”
at district events She has been a UMW for many years & come to this position
with a lot of knowledge of the purpose of the UMW.

8

The Informer
Vote In

Social Action
Now is the perfect time
to re-think and re-set our
missions and activities
because it is essential
that we continue to
meet our goals to our
national missions while
being of service to our
churches and
communities.

November
Whatever Your
Conviction, Vote!

Stay
Informed
Follow Our District
And Conference
Websites

We are now live on your
favorite Social Media
sites @MobileUMW
Facebook
Instagram
Twitter

United Methodist
Women have always been on the front lines of social action in our nation. We
have always supported the rights of the underserved and unrepresented. We
take a stand. That’s why we must stay aware of current events that surround us
and effect families all over the world. How do you know how to distinguish the
right path to follow in this changing and political filled world? We are blessed
with the God given ability to discern right from wrong, good from evil. UMW
guidelines are always available and you can just follow your heart – God will guide
you to His will.
How do we stay aware and work together in these trying times? The answer is
simple, COMMUNICATION. Not having the ability to hold in-person meetings is no
longer a reason to not meet. We can use the resources and mediums available to
us to find ways to stay in touch, share ideas and follow our purpose. So, it is
possible to continue serving, giving, and sharing – we just do it in different ways.
As we enter the last quarters of the year, please be encouraged to not only “do
our work”, but to find ways to ENJOY being a part of the United Methodist
Women Sisterhood. Find ways to be joyful and smile when we share. Call
members to say hello – ask how they are doing? You will find that the smile
comes back to you and your life will be greatly enriched.
Please be reminded that all units are requested to complete the CHARTER FOR
RACIAL JUSTICE as a part of our year-end mission requirements. The forms can be
found on our webpage under resources and forms. Deadline for reporting is
November 30, 2020. Need help, let me know!!

Subscribe to the
Informer!
Click here or go to
http://eepurl.com/dJrvrI

IN HIS SERVICE
Barbara Carroll for Karen Hazen
Mobile District Social Action Coordinator
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St. John UMC Update
We have drive-in Sunday Service at 9:00 am where you stay in your cars. Our Arbol De Vida, Our Hispanic Church
will be having Church August 16,2020. Drive In Service at 2 pm, Our Evangelism Team and Prayer Team are still
having Zoom Prayer on every Thursday night at 7 pm. Anyone is welcome to join. If you like, text me and I will give
you the Meeting ID and Password to get in. We are serving others by distribution of food to Our Seniors and other
Seniors and Families in Mobile as well if anyone is interested in picking up food for someone or themselves just call
or text me. If they know of places where people can go and pick up let me know this is my number Carolyn Brown
251-367-6276, as far as our Thrift Hut we are still not open because of the virus but we still take donations on
Thursday from 9-10:00 Am. We continue to pray for our leader in this world, our city and state, as well as God's
Children to be obedient to his will and way and Remember Love Conquers Hate and Love is in need of Love today.
Yours in Christ
Carolyn at St John's UMC

--------------------------------------

Virtual Conference Spiritual Enrichment
Launching October 17th!
Conference SERetreat is held annually at Blue Lake. Most of our members have been unable to attend
because of travel and expense. However, this year it will be held virtually which gives everyone the
opportunity to attend and participate. There will be a minimum registration fee to cover media
expenses. All units will need to plan to participate in the voting process (the unit president or designee
will vote for 2021 incoming conference officers- one vote per unit). ATTENDANCE IS ALSO IMPORTANT
because it counts towards our (Mobile’s) attendance numbers which effects next year’s conference
awards. THIS IS AN ENJOYABLE EVENT – PLEASE TAKE ADVANTAGE TO THIS OPPORTUNITY FOR
EVERYONE TO ATTEND
As is our usual custom during SER, an offering is collected to support our Pledge. We would like to
continue that custom during this virtual meeting and so we ask you consider sending your offering of
any amount and you may send that to: Jean Creswell, Treasurer. P.O. Box 250 Arlington, AL 36722 (make
check payable to AWF-UMW). Thank you for your participation in helping our Spiritual Enrichment
Retreat be successful in this virtual way!
Registration Opens September 3rd
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Conference Online Voting
Alabama-West Florida United Methodist Women Online (ZOOM)
2020 Voting Information
Due to the cancellation of our in-person 2020 AWF-UMW Fall event /
Spiritual Enrichment Retreat, we will now hold electronic elections for
the 2021-2022 nominees in a ZOOM meeting on October 10, 2020. A
full summary of the voting process is in this month’s “Alert” newsletter
found here.
The ZOOM meeting guide and instructions will be shared with voting
delegates from the District Presidents and Conference President at a
date determined closer to the Election date.
Voting delegates include one representative from each local unit,
Conference Executive Committee, District Executive Committees,
Officers of the Southeast Jurisdiction Organization residing within the
Conference.
Debbie Bell,
AWF-UMW President

PLEDGE TO MISSION AND 5 CHANNELS OF GIVING: All units are asked to try their best to help us meet our
PLEDGE of $20,000.00 and the 5 Channels of giving. If necessary, adjust or re-think your fundraisers to make
them workable so that you can meet goals.
5 Channels of Giving
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Pledge to Mission
World Thank Offering
Special Mission Recognition Pins and Certificates
Gift to Mission
Gift in Memory
--------------------------------------

2020 U.S. CENSUS:
Please submit your CENSUS REPORT and ask everyone you know if they have submitted. OUR
COMMUNITY FUNDING DEPENDS ON IT!!
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GOD PLACES FRIENDS IN OUR PATH TO BRING LIGHT TO OUR LIVES!!!
LOVING FATHER, THANK YOU FOR BEING MY SHEPHERD AND GUIDE, ALLOWING YOUR SPIRIT TO GUIDE
ME THROUGH … THE CHALLENGING MOMENTS OF MY LIFE.
SAYINGS: THE OBSTACLES YOU FACE ARE NOT ROADBLOCKS TO YOUR GOALS, THEY’RE STEPPING STONES
TO YOUR SUCCESS!
MAY THERE ALWAYS BE AN ANGEL BY YOUR SIDE!

Barbara,
You have worked so hard for us – and because of what you do – Our district is being Blessed by God!!
Thank you for everything you have done!!
Also – CONGRATULATIONS!!! On becoming the Chair of Nominations of the Southeastern Jurisdiction of
the United Methodist Women for 2021-2024!!
Congratulations, Barbara!!
On the front of this card – you see a hummingbird. Just think how hard the hummingbird has to work to
keep flying!! God is with him! You are a hard worker too! A natural for hard work – you are!
Barbara Carroll – May God Bless You and be with You Always!!
“Your kindness is greatly appreciated”
With many prayers – love and many hugs –
From the Mobile District Team
of the United Methodist Women
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