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All God’s Children Gotta Have Faith 
 

Rev. Dr. Laura Early 

2017  

Spiritual Enrichment 
Retreat 

 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 
 

October 20-22, 2017 
 

Blue Lake Assembly Darcy, age 12, Belize/Honduras District of the Methodist 
Church in the Caribbean and Americas. Reproduced from 
The Prayer Calendar used with permission.  

Our Leader:  

Rev. Dr. Laura Early 

Is the founding and lead pastor of All 
God’s Children United Methodist 
Church, Aulander, North Carolina. 

In the summer of 1996, a tiny 
abandoned church in Aulander, Bertie 
County, North Carolina came back to 
life with a hammer and nails, a fresh 
coat of paint, and the love  of a young, 
female preacher, Laura Early.  “Miss 
Laura” as she would be affectionately named, answered the call to bring 
God’s presence and hope to this small town ravaged by years of 
unemployment, crime in the streets, rampant drug addiction, low test 
scores and single or no-parent households.  Her mission became clear 
with the renaming of the church to “All God’s Children.” 

Children and youth programs have expanded to include children of all 
ages, including our “Older Children” who meet every Friday morning for 
love, games, snacks and fellowship.  Food and clothing distributions 
became a weekly event. 
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Joan Simmons 

Conference Vice President 
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• The Legacy Fund is OUR special anniversary gift to future 
United Methodist Women members and ministries.        

• Because we believe in the PURPOSE of United Methodist 
Women and want our daughters, granddaughters, nieces 
and friends to share our sense of meaningful “sisterhood.” 

• To “pass on” the legacy we have inherited.  

• To be part of the joyous celebration in 2019 culminating 150 
years of ministry. 





     

RETREAT 

The Bible says, “Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.” (Luke 5:16) 
 

This was the habit with Jesus and it needs to become a habit in our lives.  We can find a quiet secluded 

place (Blue Lake).  Just be there simply and honestly as we can.  The focus will shift from you to God, and 

we will begin to sense His Grace.  Here’s the thing...We are not waiting on God, He is waiting on us.  God 

wants to meet with us.  There is nothing in our lives that God is not interested in,  

“Don’t worry about what you will eat or drink...or wear.  Your heavenly Father knows  

that we need these things.”  (Matthew 6:31-32). 
 

See you all at Blue Lake for our 

Spiritual Enrichment Experi-

ence, October 20-22! 

 

 

 

 

Alabama Arise Annual Membership Meeting will be September 16th at Aldersgate UMC in Montgomery. 

As a member organization, we have the opportunity to help choose the issues the organization focuses 

on next year.  Six members of the UMW can vote, with each person having seven votes.  If possible, let 

me know if you plan to attend. 

Social Principles Seminar September 18th in Montgomery.  Want to know more about what the United 

Methodist Church has to say about social issues?  Learn more about the Social Principles and how they 

relate to you, your congregation and community at Frazer UMC in Montgomery on Monday, September 

18th at 6 PM.  Rev. Brandon Dasinger will be the presenter.  Go to the website for  

more information, including registration for dinner at 5:15 PM.  The program starts  

at 6 PM.  View the current Social Principles at  

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/social-principles-social-creed 

“The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell 

therein”  (Psalm 24:1) 

 

 

In support of our Standing Rules language, we will follow the voting procedure notated in: 

IV. ELECTIONS AND MEETINGS Art. V and VI, pages 141-142 (reference handbook 2017-2020) 

A. The electorate of the conference organization shall be composed of the following: 

One representative from each local unit 

Conference Executive Committee 

Bishop 

District Executive Committees 

District Superintendents 

Directors of the United Methodist Women, Inc. residing within the Conference 

Officers of the jurisdiction organization residing within the Conference. 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH REPORT 

Always, Your Servant,  

Nancy Shealy 

Conference Spiritual Growth Coordinator 

Laurel Akin,  Conference Social Action Coordinator 

SOCIAL ACTION REPORT 
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WEB MASTER REPORT 
  

Using the web!  So you are at the doctor’s office and just remembered you have responsibility for The 

Prayer Calendar at tonight’s meeting.  “Oh, dear, what can I do?”  You can go to Prayer Calendar Daily at 

https://www.facebook.com/umwprayercalendar/  No, you do not need to be a regular user of Facebook 

to see the posting on that public page. 
 

So you don’t remember the direct link to the Prayer Calendar.  “How can I find it?”  Surely everyone has 

memorized AWF-UMW.org as our conference website, so just go there and look to the left column where 

Resources are listed alphabetically, click on Prayer Calendar Daily to be taken to that page. 
 

Have a lovely rest of the day confident that you are ready for your part in tonight’s meeting.   
 

Vera Moore 

Web Master 
 

REPORT FROM THE NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE 

We are pleased to announce that the following are names to be nominated on at The Spiritual Enrichment Retreat in    

October: 

Jean Creswell - 2 Year Term: Treasurer (Demopolis)           

Joan Simmons - 2 Year Term:Vice President (Pensacola) 

Sally Ozan - 2 Year Term: Secretary of Program Resources (Montgomery-Opelika) 

Debbie Bush - Renewal Term: Communications Coordinator (Pensacola)   

Carolyn Coker - 2 Year Term: MN&O (Montgomery-Opelika)      

Tutti Johnson - 2 Year Term: Spiritual Growth (Demopolis) 

Zan Jones - Chair of Nominations (Mobile) 

Nettie Lang - Nominations Committee Class of 2018 (Mobile) 

Cynthia Brown - Charter for Racial Justice (Montgomery-Prattville) 

Doris Alvin - Charter for Racial Justice (Pensacola) 
 

Nancy Shealy is completing a four-year term as Conference Spiritual Growth Coordinator. We will miss her 
wonderful spiritual leadership and appreciate her guidance. Tutti Johnson has been nominated to be Spiritual 
Growth Coordinator and we appreciate the fine work that Tutti has done in her position as Membership 
Nurture and Outreach Coordinator. Linda Green will rotate off the Committee on Nominations after serving a 
one-year term. Thank you Linda for serving in that capacity.  

In 2017, Zan Jones was appointed by our Conference President to represent the Alabama West Florida 
Conference for Racial Justice at National Headquarters. The Committee on Nominations has been remiss 
during the past few years by not staffing the Committee on the Charter for Racial Justice. The Charter for 
Racial Justice Committee is composed of Conference Officers tenured in their office The Conference Officers 
are: President-committee Chair; Social Action Coordinator; Committee on Nominations Chairperson; a 
District President; a conference executive team member; remaining committee members at large to be 
nominated and elected and shall serve no more than three years. 

Lorna Wiggins, 

Chairman, Nominations Committee 

 

CARES AND CONCERNS 
Winn Marsh is appointed Personal Concerns Coordinator for Alabama-West Florida Conference United 

Methodist Women. You may contact her at winnmarsh@aol.com or 850-624-9709 to request prayer for 

your personal concerns. Winn will share the information according to your wishes. 
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I  belong to the Community Life UMC in Gulf Breeze Fl. Along with being active 

in church activities I am part of a lively UMW circle. Previous positions held 

were president and secretary. I just completed 4 years as District President of 

the Pensacola District and currently VP of the conference. I am retired from 

West Florida Hospital in Pensacola holding the position of Director of 

Laboratory Services.   

For 34 years I loved working in healthcare and miss it!  I have 3 wonderful 

sons and a wonderful daughter, 10 grandchildren and 5 great grandchildren.  

Luckily they all are close by so we  get together often.  I so enjoy being part of 

UMW for the great women I’ve met and the missions we so eagerly undertake.                                                         

We truly are a ‘sister hood’ working toward the mission and purpose of UMW.  

Joan Simmons 

Nominated for  

Conference Vice  

President 

Zan Jones 

Nominated for Committee 

on Nominations Chair 

Sally Ozan 

Nominated for Conference      

Secretary of Program Resources 
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Prior to 2017 where I served as your Conference Communications Coordinator, I had not been in United 

Methodist Women for over nine years due to work and soccer 

games, but before that I was very active in United Methodist 

Women.  Offices I have held: 

1.Local Unit President (Ensley UMC - Pensacola) for 8 years; 

2.District Communications Coordinator - Pensacola for 4 years; 

3.Pensacola District President for 4 years. 

 

I even began bringing my now 20 year old daughter, Mariah to 

Blue Lake functions at the tender age of 18 months until she 

was 8 years old.  In fact, Mariah is an Honorary United Methodist 

Woman!  I have been married to Eric for the past 29 years and 

we are going through the empty-nest syndrome that so many of 

us face with our children leaving for college.  I love United 

Methodist Women and am excited to be a part of such a ministry 

again! 

Doris Alvin 

Nominated for Charter for Racial     

Justice Member at Large 

Tutti Johnson 

Nominated for  Conference Spiritual  

Growth Coordinator 

Debbie Bush 

Nominated for Conference 

Communications Coordinator 
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Doris Alvin is a retired  high school teacher . She lives in Pen-

sacola, Florida, where she enjoys extensive reading, editing 

books, traveling and volunteering in church and community. 

 

Doris has a bachelors degree in Elementary Education from 

the University of Massachusetts and a masters degree in Adult 

Education from North Carolina State University.  She is not 

married, with 2 sons from a previous marriage, 3 grand chil-

dren and 1 great grand child. 

 

Doris is now attending Gadsden UMC and serves as the Edu-

cation and Interpretation Coordinator for its UMW unit. She 

has previously served as President, Secretary and Finance 

Committee chairperson at Saint Paul UMC. 

Tutti is a life-long Methodist, originally from Mississippi where she  

graduated at Wood Junior College; a small Methodist school and then  

she graduated with honors from Faulkner University.   

Tutti worked on the BNSF Railroad for 29 years, then worked for her  

family Doctor for 5 years.  Tutti lives in Pine Hill, has three children, 

Five grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.  She is a member of 

the Arlington UMC where she teaches the Adult Sunday School class 

and Leads music in the Worship Services.  Currently Tutti is the Vice 

President of the local unit; and she was on the Demopolis District 

Team  

As Social Action Chair and as Secretary.  Tuttie is also currently 

Serving as Conference Membership Nurture & Outreach Chairperson 

And has taught several Mission Studies at the local and District lev-

els. 

She will teach the Youth Leader’s Study at Mission u. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Cynthia Brown 

Nominated for Charter for 

Racial Justice member at 

Large 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Jean Creswell 
Nominated for 

Conference  
Treasurer 

Husband: John Creswell, Retired Col. With Alabama National Guard, Children:  

Clayton Tartt (wife - LuLu Brooks, Children: Chance and Bryce), Hester Tartt (wife - 

Sonya Ellison, Children: Walker and Reece), Jennifer Goggans, Anne Goggans 

Capps (husband, Justin, Children: Mary Coleman and Ty).  I previously worked 

(1983-1999) for the University of West Alabama, Livingston, AL in its Alumni & 

Development Office (where I also received my B.S. in Business 

Administration/Accounting in 1976) and currently work for Pine Belt Telephone Co. 

(Arlington, AL) where I am the accounting Manager (since 1999).  I am a member 

of the Arlington United Methodist Church where I am the Treasurer and I am the 

financial manager of my family’s timber and hunting farm.  I have held the position 

of local UMW Treasurer since 2005 and have been the Demopolis District’s former 

President, Secretary and Treasurer.  I am currently serving a one-year term as the 

Conference Treasurer for the AWFC UMW.  I also serve on numerous local and 

district church committees. 

Born in Eclectic, Alabama (Elmore County). Cynthia has been a members 

of the Chapel United Methodist Church UMW Unit for more than 30 

years.   She has been instrumental in piloting several community service 

projects and is especially proud of the Unit starting the Annual Women’s 

Conference.  She has served on the Conference Committee of Nomina-

tions and as Chair of the Committee. 

She is the Founder and Executive Director of Heritage Training and Ca-

reer Center, Inc. a non-profit organization which works to provide job 

training, employment opportunities and access to services for the reme-

diation of education and skills for low-income individuals who lack ade-

quate training to achieve economic independence and to provide sup-

port services for women and children.  Cynthia is a graduate of Elmore 

County High School and Troy State University. She is a member of Chap-

el United Methodist Church, Eclectic, AL, Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., and 

Troy State University Alumni Association. She has one son, JaMel and 

one grandson, JaDarien. 

Carolyn Coker 

Nominated for Membership  

Nurture & Outreach  

Coordinator 

Nettie Lang 

Nominated for Committee on 

Nominations Class of 2018 

Bio Unavailable at Newsletter  

Release Time 

For Carolyn Coker  

and  

Nettie Lang 
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EDUCATION & INTERPRETATION REPORT 

Shirley Hodges 

Education & Interpretation Coordinator 
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