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UMW Sisters
It is a special honor to greet you as this year marks the 150th Anniversary of United Methodist Women. Isn’t it exciting
that 150 years ago, two women initiated the start of an organization that grew in time, to an astounding 800,000
members and serves women, children and youth all over the world? Exciting and astounding, yes but not surprising,
because great things happen when women decide to organize. We are Faithful, Bold, Caring and Edgy - we can
accomplish anything!!
I thank you for electing me to a second term and want you to know that I serve with a humble heart and how much I
appreciate your trust and confidence. Congratulations are extended to newly elected officers and greetings to
returning officers.
By now, all units should be organized for the new year. The Pledge Cards should be signed, the membership roster
charted, the calendar and budget approved, etc. It is extremely important that the Local Unit is organized and
operating at full potential because this is where our mission support starts.
We have already attended in 2019 Conference Annual Day and District Officers Training. Thanks to the many
members who attended. I cannot stress enough how important it is for us to attend district and conference events
because this is where learn and share ideas. Our goal is to unite and encourage all units to participate in sharing
opportunities.
Directories were passed out at District Training that of course, contains all pertinent information and dates for the
year. So, check your calendars!! Save the dates!! We have several activities that you certainly don’t want to miss.
As we enter this new year, God has graced us with the opportunity to answer our calling by continuing the work that
He has put before us. He has graced us with the opportunity to reach out and serve, to feed His sheep. In return,
women, children and youth will receive healthcare, education, justice and the necessities to live in comfort and
peace.
Our 2019 UMW Conference Theme is “Love in Action”. If we “just believe” and follow it, everything else will go in the
direction that God has intended for us.
I look forward to working with each of you and I encourage you to work together in Love and to remember that the
need is great – many, many of God’s children depend on us.
District Annual Day is coming soon on April 28th at St. John UMC. We will recognize achievements for last year and
celebrate the lives of our deceased sisters. See you there…
God Bless and keep you in His Care
God Bless the United Methodist Church
God Bless United Methodist Women and those that we serve

Barbara Carroll

Mobile District UMW President
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2019 Conference Theme
1 John 3-18 “Dear children, let us not love with words or speech
but with actions and in truth.”

We are one month into a new year. Hopefully, we will now be
focusing on our mission for the year: “Love in Action”. 1 John
3:18. As I have written to you in the past about being an
encourager, I will continue to do so in this new year. I encourage
you to be a resource for your team, to attend as many local,
district and conference activities as possible. I encourage you to
keep our “purpose” upper most in your mind. Primarily, we are
a community of women whose purpose is to know God and
with this experience we will support our mission to women,
children and youth. We receive this encouragement when we
attend UMW events. This enthusiasm is contagious. We need
you all to fulfill our mission. In 11 Chronicles we are
admonished to “Remember to keep doing the work.” Keep
being supportive, keep attending meetings, keep being an active
leader, participant and encourager. We had officer training in
February on the 23rd. We need you to be in attendance at
events like these even if you have participated in the past. We
need your experience and expertise. We need to be in
fellowship to bind us together in action. I am available for
discussion and assistance. Please keep in touch. Keep up the
good work!!
In Christian love,

Jay Locker

District Vice President

Treasurer
Kathy Ulmer
Program Resource
Bobbi Ferguson
Communications
Stephanie Jacobs
Mission Coordinators
Education and Interpretation
Rosalind Darby
Membership Nurture & Outreach
Robbie Bunkley
Social Action
Katy Wrona
Spiritual Growth
Gail Bradford
Historian
Shirley Bryan
Parliamentarian
Sylvia McCaskill
Committee on Nominations
Jamie Blake, Chair
Martha Teasley
Linda Weaver

WE MADE OUR PLEDGE
Our goal of $20,000.00 was
exceeded by over $5,000.00
KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK!!
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2019 District Conference Calendar
1/19

District Team – Vision Center

1/25-26

Exec Mission Team – Enterprise
First UMC

2/3

Leadership Development Days

2/15-16

Conference Annual Day –
Demopolis UMC

2/23

District Unit Officers Training –
Christ UMC

3/8-9

COSROW – Blue Lake

3/30

District Mission Team Meeting –
Vision Center

4/28

District Annual Day – St. John
UMC

5/11

District Mission Study – Springhill
Ave UMC

5/18

UMCOR – Christ UMC

6/2-5

UMC Annual Conference –
Montgomery

6/29

District Mission Team – TBA

7/12-13

Exec Team Meeting – Pine Hill
UMC – (starts @ 5pm)

7/19-20

Mission u – St. Luke UMC
Pensacola, Florida

8/10

District Mission Study – Citronelle

8/24

District Presidents/Treasurers
Workshop – TBA

9/28

District Spiritual Enrichment Day
– Saraland UMC

10/11-13 Conference Spiritual Enrichment
Day – Blue Lake
10/26

District Mission Team Meeting–
TBA

11/10

United Methodist Women’s Day

COSROW Event
“Commission on the Status
and Role of Women”
March 8-9, 2019
Blue Lake

District Historian Shirley Bryan
Barbara has again asked me to be the historian. I hope with
your assistance we can keep an accurate record of the activities
of Mobile District UMW. I am asking each unit to send me a
picture of one special project with the name of your church &
some or all of your members. I am looking forward to seeing
all the pictures.

Shirley Bryan
District Historian

Hello my name is Linda Ferguson and I’m the new District
Secretary for the Mobile District UMW. I'm a member of
Toulminville Warren Street United Methodist Church and serve
as the Secretary of our unit. I was also on the nomination
committee for the past three years. My obligation as District
Secretary is to keep an accurate roll for all the units. Remember
to keep your unit information updated at all times, because the
District and Conference Budget are based on the number of
members each unit has. If you have not sent in a list of your
officers and members please do so soon. If you have any
questions please feel free to call or email me any time.

Linda Ferguson
District Secretary
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District Unit Officer Training
February 23rd 2019

Calling u … to Celebrate
Save the date April 17-19, 2020.
We'll see you in Mobile,
Alabama at the Renaissance
Riverfront Hotel. For more
information, visit
https://www.awf-umw.org.
Registration due December 1,
2019. More info to come!

Anyone can do nurture and outreach. This you do by caring for a
person by listening to their story in life or what they care about in
life. Outreach is to reach out to a person and help them to see God
in the world. This may help them to learn and understand God’s
way for life. The United Methodist Women helps women, children
and youth all over the world. This is why we need membership. We
can’t help people in this world if we don’t have members in the
United Methodist Women!!!
Prayer holds this membership, nurture, and outreach together.
God’s cordless connection to him is prayer. Remember to use the
prayer calendar…Vera Moore, who was God’s servant in every way,
put it on our web site. We all can help in membership, nurture, and
outreach. This is a new year… so bring a friend to be a member and
enjoy the fellowship in god’s mission of the United Methodist
Women!!! Thank you for your help!!!
Love, hugs, & smiles……

Purpose

United Methodist Women shall
be a community of women
whose purpose is to know God
and to experience freedom as
whole persons through Jesus
Christ; to develop a creative,
supportive fellowship; and to
expand concepts of mission
through participation in the
global ministries of the church.

Robbie Bunkley

District Membership-Nurture-Outreach
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UMW District Annual Day
April 28, 2019 at 2:30 PM
St. John United Methodist Church
6215 Overlook Rd, Mobile, AL 36618
The Keynote Speaker will be Laurel Akin
Laurel Akin grew up in Huntsville, Alabama and as an adult
has lived in eight states. She has three adult children and six
grandchildren. She married Bob Akin in 2003 and moved to
Enterprise, Alabama, where she is a member of Enterprise
First United Methodist Church. She has been an active
member of United Methodist Women for over 25 years. She
was consecrated as a deaconess at Assembly on May 18,
2018, and commissioned to a ministry of photography and
writing at Annual Conference. She thanks God, the United
Methodist Women, and Mission u experiences for inspiring
her to pursue her calling.
Let me introduce myself to those who are new to UMW or just new to reading the Informer. This is my
Fourth year as a member of the Mobile District Mission Team as the District Secretary of Program
Resources. I am responsible for ordering the UMW reading program books for the United Methodist
Mobile District Office Library located on Piccadilly Square Drive. Each year I will order for you or give you
the information to order the new Program Book and Prayer Calendar for your UMW unit. I also keep a
supply of mission materials such as Pledge Cards and other informational materials you may find helpful. I
encourage members to read the Response Magazine and participate in the reading program by visiting
their individual UMW units to explain the program and advise them of places where they can check out
the books that are currently on the reading list. Reading these books and the Response magazine gives
you more insight into what is happening in the World around us.
Happy Reading

Bobbi Ferguson

District Secretary of Program Resources

HAVE YOU STARTED YOUR READING PROGRAM YET?
Be creative – invite members and friends to read books along with you!
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram
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My name is Katy Wrona, I am the new Social Action Chair for the Mobile District. I am so excited to
begin this new journey with all of you. I moved to Mobile in 2014 as a United Methodist Missionary
and that time of service shaped a part of who I am today as well as redefined what mission means to
me. Today, I am the AWF Conference Director of Communities of Transformation.
My goal for 2019 is that every unit defines what mission means to them and becomes a part of a
community ministry / organization outside their local church. How are we as women of faith building
bridges in the community, building new relationships, and closing the divides between the people of
God? How are we living into the four focus areas of the United Methodist Women in our daily lives?
My district goal for social action is for the United Methodist Women to be a voice in our community.
Do we have a seat at the table? Do we know the cries of our neighbors? Are we lifting up the next
woman and walking alongside her?
If I can be a support in any way to your unit, please give me a call anytime at 724-889-6754.

Katy Wrona
Social Action Chair

District
Mission Study
May 11, 2019
Spring Hill Avenue UMC
Social Action: What About
the Money?
Mark your calendar!

The Education and Interpretation officer empowers women to
understand, interpret and participate in United Methodist Women's
mission with women, children and youth, and outreach of the
church, as well as engage in raising funds for mission and outreach.
My name is Rosalind M. Darby and I have been at the position as
Education & Interpretation for my Unit for 2 years. My education is
in English and Mental & Behavioral Health Counseling. In the
coming year I would like to concentrate on Maternal and Child
health and Criminalization of Communities of Color. Both of these
topics have an affect on the Mental/Behavioral Health of people
and their families, in all aspects of their lives.

Rosalind Darby

District Education and Interpretation
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2019 UMW Church Mentors
A new program to have District Officers
stay in touch with individual units and
see what their upcoming programs are
and if they need assistance or support.
Christ United

Stephanie Jacobs

Citronelle

Rosalind Darby

Dauphin Way

Juanita (Jay) Locker

Grand Bay

Mary Presley

Kingswood

Linda Ferguson

New Hope

Martha Teasley

New Life

Gail Bradford

Pine Grove

Jamie Blake

Saraland

Barbara Carroll

South Brookley

Robbie Bunkley

Spring Hill Ave

Robbie Bunkley

St John

Juanita (Jay) Locker

St Mark

Kathy Ulmer

Tanner Williams

Martha Teasley

Theodore

Barbara Carroll

Toulminville

Katy Wrona

Theodore First

Bobbi Ferguson

Wesley Chapel

Mary Gipson

2019 District Directories were
distributed at Officers Training. If
your unit was not represented,
they will be available at the District
Office for 30 days.
Please submit any changes or
corrections immediately

Spiritual Growth Coordinators at every level is about
resources for spiritual growth. Spiritual growth includes:
worship and meditation, prayer and fasting, Scriptural study
with theological and doctrinal implications, biographies and
stories of the saints, church fathers and mothers, and
witnesses from Christian witnesses, such as missionaries.
There are methods and modes for every one of these areas. In
UMW and the United Methodist Church, there are away
people and publications that provide resources. Use these in
your Christian life and your Unit meetings. Being in God
guided missions in the world grows out of growing spiritually.
Coming up this year will be the District Spiritual Enrichment
Day, September 28 at Saraland UMC (9:45 am-to about 2:30
pm). The Conference Spiritual Enrichment Retreat will be at
Blue Lake, October 11-12, 2019. Mark your calendar for these
and plan to attend.
Available for your units is a presentation by Gail Bradford,
DSGC, on the Biblical words that our themes entail for the last
three years. The presentation can be 5 minutes to 25 minutes.
Important for this year: develop personal spiritual practices
yourself. Contact Gail at gibrad66@gmail.com to set this up.

Gail Bradford
Spiritual Growth

Congratulations to the Mobile District for winning all three
conference awards at the Alabama West Florida Conference
Annual Day:
The Reading Program Award
The Special Mission Recognition Award
Many Colors, One Spirit
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Alabama West Florida Conference Annual Day

2018 Census
Local Unit Presidents are asked to complete the form for the
2018 United Methodist Women census. This year is focused
on gathering information that will inform the National office,
Conference and District leadership on local efforts in order to
plan for growth, outreach and impact. Census Submission
Deadline: Saturday March 30, 2019.
Fill Out the form on the AWF website

Subscribe to the Informer!
Click here or go to http://eepurl.com/dJrvrI

150 Legacy Fund –
Day of Giving March 23, 2019
United Methodist Women improves
lives for women, children and youth
down the street and around the
world. Our Day of Giving, helps make
sure this work continues by giving to
the Legacy Fund. Generous donors
have committed to matching a portion
of our gifts. Let us honor our
foremothers by ensuring that United
Methodist Women continues on for
generations to come. Together we are
building legacy! Please submit your
gift on or before March 23. Let’s make
sure that UMW is here for another 150
YEARS!! You can give online, by
phone, text or
check. https://www.unitedmethodist
women.org/readingprogram
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