Alabama-West Florida Conference United Methodist Women

G

Mission Team
2010

Beth Bowdin
President

Nancy May
Vice President

Mary Jo Morton
Secretary

Margie Outlaw
Treasurer

Beth Henson
Communicaltions
Coordinator

Ruth Ann Powers
Program Resources

Pat Dodge
Chair, Nominations

Virginia Lindley
Blue Lake

ATTRRUR RS EE

Mission
Coordinators

Martha Spiva
Spiritual Growth

Edna Williams
Social Action

Georgette Griffin
Membership
Nurture & Qutreach

Betty Helms
Education &
interpretation

Martha Rovira
Language
Coordinator

Dr. Paul Leeland
Bishop

Elizabeth Andrews
Dean of School of
Missions
Chariotte Hobson
Registrar
Lynn Hamric
Women's Division
Director

201 0 Spmtual Ennchment Retreat

March 26-28, 2010
Bfue Lake Assembly




Alert Page 2 J

From the desk of the President...

HAPPY NEW YEAR! This year is full of possibilities and opportunities! Take the time now to mark your calendar so

that you will not let dates slip up on you or you plan something else before you realize that there is something
happening with United Methodist Women.

Feburary 26-27, Tapestry Retreat,"Weaving the Threads of GRACE Through Qur Lives" Pensacola, FL
March 26-28, Spiritual Enrichment Retreat, "This Litfle Light of Mine", Blue Lake

April 30-May 2, Assembly, "Faith Hope, Love In Aclion®, St. Louis, MO

July 23-24, Cooperative School of Christian Mission, "Faith, Hope, Love in Action, Blue Lake

October 22, Officer Up-date, Blue Lake

October 23, Annual Day, Bishop Paul Leeland, keynote speaker, Blue lake

This is just the Conference events. Add your District and Loca! events and plan to be as involved as humanly
possible. | have found that the more 1 participate in United Methodist Women events, the more | learn and appreciate
the DIFFERENCE we make in the lives of women, children and youth all over the world. 1 challenge you to make
United Methodist Women a top priority in 201 0!

This is a time of change, an exciting time for United Methodist Women! As Harriett Olson, Deputy General
Secretary Women's Division said, "United Methodist Women continue to change and grow to serve the church and the
world". 1 was privileged to attend Women's Division fall Board Meeting. At the meeting, Women's Division Board of
Directors approved a recommendation for reconfiguration of relationships with the General Board of Globat Ministries.
This will give direct oversight of United Methodist Wornen supported mission and strengthen connections between
local women and mission partners. [t will be easier to follow where our mission $'s go. As exact details are worked
out, they will be passed on.

Last year, | asked that we focus on being "SPARKS" to get mission action moving forward. This year, ¥'d like for us
on fire for maintaining and spreading mission especially to women, children and youth,

throughout the world. We have a heritage of seeing a need and providing a means of meeting the need. Our reports
at Annual Day of work done in 2009 showed that we are continuing that heritage. There is still much to be done and if
United Methodist Women do not do it....who will?

FAN THE FLAME, ENERGIZE THE FIRE OF MISSION WITH WOMEN, CHILDREND AND YOUTH!

Sisters together in Mission,

Beth Bowdin, President
(334) 898-7676
bbowdin@entercomp.com
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Spiritual Growth

What an awesome legacy we have inherited from
- the United Methodist Women and their predecessor
organizations. They have been at the forefront in
advocating for and serving the needs of women,
children and youth for the past 140 years. After
attending the Leadership Training Event in St.
Louis for new Conference officers, I was inspired
to contribute my emergies and specific abilities in
this vital work. I was also challenged to encourage
diversity in our membership. UMW members
- should continue this legacy by making and telling
their own mission stories in our country and around
the world. We have an outstanding Conference
- Mission Team available to assist local units and
districts in this task. There are many opportunities
for service and for spiritual growth activities.
Please’  take advantage of them.
Be sure to mark your calendar for the Spiritual
Enrichment Retreat on March 26-28 at Blue
Lake. The theme is “This Little Light of Mine”.
We are very fortunate to have as our speaker Ms.
Garlinda Burton, the General Secretary for the
Commission on-the Status and Role of Women.
She has an extensive and impressive background as
a journalist, editor, advocate and motivational
speaker.  The song leader will be Cheryl
Mothershed accompanied by Charlene Moser.
This should be a challenging time of spiritual
renewal and re-dedication to the work God has
given us in using our individual talents.
Collectively as a community of UMW women, our
lights will shine brighter. Invite others to come
who have not attended before to participate in this

memorable experience. The application form is.

enclosed.  PLEASE NOTE THAT THE
REGISTRATION IS TO BE SENT TO
CHARLOTTE HOBSON ANDP NOT TO BLUE,
I am honored and humbled to serve in this position.
- My selected verse this year is from Proverbs 3:5
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart” followed by
His promise, “In all your ways acknowledge Him,

and He will direct your path.” 1 look forward to .

our spiritual journey together and ask for your
prayers and support. '

Martha Spiva
mespiva@belisouth.net

in:your District or Locat vnits
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Important Dates to Remember
oo o vk ke e e e o o

2010

* Jan 8-9, 2010
Executive Committee
& Nominations Mtg
Blue Lake

* Jan 22-23,2010
COSROW Retreat
“Growing Toward Shalom”
Blue L.ake

¢ February 26-27, 2010
A Conference for All Women
“Tapestry: Weaving the
Threads of Grace Through
Our Lives”
First UMC Pensacola, FL.

s  Mar 26-28, 2010
Spiritual Enrichment Retreat
“This Little Light of Mine”
Blue Lake

s  April 30-May 2, 2010
UMW General Assembly
“Faith-Hope-Love in Action”
St. Louis, MO

¢ June 24-27, 2010
South Atlantic Regional School
of Christian Mission
Ferrum College, VA

e July 9-10, 2010
Executive Committee
& Nominations Meeting
Bhue Lake

o July 23-24, 2010
Coeoperative School of
Christian Mission
Blue Lake

s October 2,2010
Executive Committee
& Nominations Meeting
Blue Lake

+«  October 22-23, 2010
District Officer Updates
Conference Annual Meeting
Blue Lake
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Please come with faith, hope, and love in action
to Assembly 2010 in St. Louis!

April 30-May 2, 2010

United Methodist Women assemble every four
years to celebrate, to lift up, to leamn, and to return
to their communities better equipped for mission.
Tens of thousands of women have been meeting in
this fashion since 1942 in a unified effort to stay at
the forefront of the work being done both locally
and globally, both systemically and in charity, to
improve and sustain the hives of women, children
and youth.

Assembly 2010 has been themed: “Faith-Hope-
Love in Action.” Chosen because it encapsulates
the 140 year history of United Methodist Women,
it says everything about what is happening on the
ground today, and is the momentum for decades to
come. “Faith-Hope-Love in Action” is the energy
that moves through each woman that has pledged
her time for service through United Methodist
Women.

More information regarding Assembly workshops,
exhibits, speakers and programs go to
WWW. UMWIRission.org

General Information

In May, St. Louis usunally has mildly warm
weather, so please dress appropriately. Remember
to wear comfortable walking shoes for exploring
the exciting Experience Hall, Mission Resource
Center's many resources and the St. Louis area.
Every effort is made to reduce long waiting
periods, but with so many United Methodist
Women in one place, lines are unavoidable. Please

use this time for fellowship and reunion with your
neighbors.

Alabama-West Florida Conference
Cooperative School of Christian Mission
July 23-24, 2010
Blue Lake

General Issue: Mission/Evangelism
Geographic: Sudan
Spiritual Growth: For the Love of God: John’s Letters
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Blue Lake s

“Many changes have taken place at Blue Lake this
“past year. Rev. Keron Vzckcrs retired as director. -

~'The United Methodist Women” s 2008 Aninual’ Day

‘was dedlcatcd to Rev Vlckers At Rev Vickers -
‘.;l‘eﬂfement party, the Board of Trustees named the

~gym the MK. Vickers. gym.- Also, our long-time

friend and dietician, Jean Bowen resigned.. Phylhs'
Murray- became: the new -director at Blue- Lake in:
-May 2009. Phyllis and ‘the Board. have instigated

many new improvements. Many new programs

‘are beginning at Blue Lake - one — “Cookin at-
“Blue Lake” got off to. a good start on August 25. -
A “substantial ‘growth in tbe number of campers’

_:;was reported for the summer ca.mpmg season; a
: been bmlt and mpmvements have been made in
.gmsung cabins. New signage has been installed.
Plans are underway for Blue Lake Day on October
-3. The Capital Funds Campaign continues to
-show growth under the leadership of Scott Gilpin
“and Rev. Gorman Houston. Website updates are
being planned. Remnovation plans for the Chapel

“are being studied. Financial records are being.
updated. The Board of Trustees continues to

-evaluate its plans and purposes and visions for
. Blue Lake. .. The United Methodist Women are
-always reoogmzed for their- centmued support by -

May-éod continue to bléss us in His service.

,',Vlrg,lma Llndley o
“Blue Lake Representative: -
-{850)235-7879 B
-;vlmdlev@bellsouth net.

From the Vice President.......

Friends,

I hope you all had a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year! 1 also wish you are ready for a great new
year with United Methodist Women. We are going
to have some changes and hope you all are ready for
some interesting events.

The first event will be in the Pensacola District
"Tapestry Weaving The Threads of GRACE Through
Our Lives” in February 26-27, 2010. Please make an
effort to come to all events possible. We want you to
enjoy being a United Methodist Women and to invite
others to come and join us. We, the Conference
Team, are here to help serve and meet the needs of
you and the PURPOSE! We need you to also to help
meet the needs of the PURPOSE by participation and
enthusiasm,

In His Service,

Nancy May
Vice President

Stir Into Flame

The Gift of God
Which Is Within
You. Il Timothy 1:6a

githe‘Blue Lake staff management, and Board of

gl OSROW Retred

Alabama-West Florida Conference Retreat
Jawnuary 22-23,2010
Theme: “Growing Toward Shalom”

Leader: Rev. Millie L. Kim
Pastor, Bascomb United Methodist Church
Woodstock, Georgia '

Registration online
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/awfconfumw/
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Tapestry...

February 26-27, 2010
First UMC
Pensacola, FL

Sponsored by
Alabama/West Florida
Conference of UMW

Featuring Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton

Reservation form online at
http://www.ghbgm-umc.org/awfconfumw/

‘Thie Vision that they.. ad0pted is "

From the Secre_tary.....ii

' The UMW Women's . Dw:s;on Board appm_ved-
- restructure for UMW at' their- October mes
- Our President, ‘Beth Bowdm, was them and I am
-sure that she will be sharing what' -she learned

begmmng at our January Mlssmn-

hope, and love into action on behalf of women,"

_children and youth around the world.": ‘There are
five expected outcomes that we wﬂl all leam more_
“ about during 2010. : . Sy

It would be wonderful if ﬂus vision could lead to
an increase in our members]up so that we can'do
even more good work than we are domg right
now. That would be the greatest gift that we couid
give to UMW,

‘Mary Jo Morton -

(850) 482-3688
mjmorton@embarqmail.com

United Methodist Women
Take Action on Health Care Reform

Health reform is one of the most highly debated
topics of our day. The adoption of health reform
legislation will present a unique opportunity to
improve the health of our nation. At the October
2009 Women’s Division Board of Directors
meeting, a policy statement on health reform was
endorsed. This policy calls for United Methodist
Women to enter into the public dialogue on health
care reform and to monitor its concerns specific to
women and children. As women of faith, we are
encouraged to use our resources as part of an effort
to raise the visibility and voices of people of faith
who care about health care reform in the United
States.

United Methodist Women
Support Health Care for All
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.In the monﬂls ahead, Assembly. 2010 planners are

_shawls ‘and baby blankets may. be_made from

‘sizes for the prayer shawls are: triangle 65” long

_your-- creativity. . In. the: months: . immediately

‘Douglas, Women’s Division, 475 Riverside

‘Prayer shawls and blankets will be on display in

- available for purchase for a minimum $25 donation

~chartered a 5S5-passenger bus to take us to

2010, Sign up and reserve your-seat. Make your
:check payable to AWFUMW and send to Margie
“Outlaw, 43 E. Klng St., Newton, AL 36352 For

" more mformat:on contact: '

'_Slgn up and ‘see’ the. blgger"plcture of mlsslon
- that is Faith; Hope, Love in Actlon'
'.Go to ASSEMBLY' '

Edﬁca:tion and'I'h'terpi_'étdtibn

urgmg ‘United Methodist Women who have skills
in knitting, crocheting or sewmg to create prayer
shawls and baby blankets: for those in need. The

fabric, knitting or crocheting yamn. Suggested

and 32” center back, recumgle' 19” x69” or 14”
x 70”. These are suggestions and should:not limit.

preceding Assembly 2010, United Methodist
Women members should take completed prayer
shawis and haby blankets to their local churches to-
be-blessed, Then send the shiawls to Linda C.

Drive, Room 1504, New York, NY 10115 by
March 1,2010.

the Experience Hall area of Assembly, 2010. At
the end of Assembly, the shawls will be distributed
to those in need. Some of the shawls will be

with proceeds going to United Methodist Women’s
Mission Giving. In a spirit of Faith-Hope-Love in
Action, use your talents and skills to share warmth
and love with others.

ON THE. ROAD TO ASSEMBLY: We have

assembly!  Deadline to- sign: up: is ‘February 1,

Betty Helms, Conferenoe Educatlon and
~Interpretation, -
o '_3043 Headland Ave
~Dothan, AL- 36303 §
- emall bhehnsl@centu_ryt_el uct

Beny Helms
(334) 794—21 72




2010 Spiritual Enrichment Retreat
March 26-28, 2010
“THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE”

Check-in begins FRIDAY, March 26, 2010, at 4:00 P.M. DINNER 6:00 P.M.

Each person must use a separate registration form.
Duplicate this form as needed.

Important - Make checks payable to: AWF UMW

Mail form and check to: CHARLOTTE HOBSON
PO BOX 191
ELBA AL 36323-0191

(Do NOT maiil to Blue Lake)

For additional information contact: Martha Spiva 850-874-0308 or
Charlotte Hobson 334-897-3510

FINAL REGISTRATION DEADLINE: MARCH 12, 2010

BLUE ILAKE ASSEMBLY
REGISTRATION INFORMATION
NAME PHONE
ADDRESS
CITY STATE ZIP E-MAIL
CHURCH DISTRICT
DISTRICT OFFICE HELD CONFERENCE OFFICE HELD
PLEASE CHECK YOUR PREFERENCE: ‘
Oakwoeod Old Wing: Oakwood New Wing:
Triple Occupancy $86.50 (includes registration) Double Occupancy $113.50 fincludes registration)
Roommates: Single Occuparcy $163.50 {includes registration)

1.
2.

Double Oceupancy $101.50 (inchudes registration)  District/Conference Officers:

Roommate: Registration $15.00
{New or old wing will be first (1"} come first (1*) placed
F
Roommate:

Single Occupancy 3 146.50(includes registrotion)

Roommaies MUST mail registration forms together. Full payment MUST accompany registration.
REFUND POLICY: No refund of registration fee; no refund of Blue Lake costs after registration
deadline which is 2 weeks prior to the Event (exception death in immediate family

Be sure and note new name and address of where to send
vour check and registration.




ALABAMA-WEST FLORIDA CONFERENCE
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
HEALTH INFORMATION
Return This Form with Your Registration
Please bring your medical insurance card in case of iliness or emergency.

Name

Address

Telephone Number

List all medications you are currently taking and the prescribing physician

Where could medical personnel locate this medication during the sessions?

Specials Needs — Please specify

My physician is

Telephone Number is: (day) (night)

Insurance Company

Policy Number

Name of nearest relative Phone number(s)

Please select one:

| hereby give my permission for qualified medical personnel to provide any emergency
medical care which they may deem necessary. | hold harmless the AL-WFL Conference
United Methodist Women, The AL-WFL Conference, The United Methodist Church,
and/or Blue Lake for any act or failure to act during a medical emergency.

| waive any necessary medical care and hold harmless the AL-WFL Conference United
Methodist Women, the AL-WFL Conference, The United Methodist Church, and/or Blue
Lake for any act or failure to act during a medical emergency.

Signature Witness

Date

2008017 vtm
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Alabama-West Florida Conference
United Methodist Women

Beth Henson, Editor
Change Service Requested

27558 Stratford Glen Dr.
Daphne, AL 36526
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