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Circuit Writer 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 
Dear all United Methodist Women of 
Marianna/Panama City: 
 

I am so very thankful to all of you!  You 
have been working so hard in your Units 
this past year- all your work and attention 
praise God.  You’ve been helping others- 
noticing who can benefit the most by 
your faithful work in God. 
     As we work at the last half of 2018- 
we look forward to what is going on in 
2019 also. 
DISTRICT WISE: 
     Unfortunately, we are down to 16 ac-
tive Units- from 17. {Greenwood had 4 
members and since some have long term 
illnesses, they have decided to disband as 
a unit, for now. They are always welcome 
back.) 
     The projected slate of 2019 officers is 
included in this newsletter. By projected, 
I especially mean we have a slate of offic-
ers for you to vote on at our October 13th 
meeting.  We’re taking nominations 
from the floor also, so it may yet change. 
OUR FALL DISTRICT GATHERING is 
at Panama City First, 10/13 
 
More details to note: 
9/15/18- District Mission study at Mari-
anna First, 2901 Caledonia St, Marian-
na, Florida, 32446. $7 for lunch is to be 
paid at registration, which begins at 9 am 
CDT, with the program at 9:30 am CDT. 
 

“What about Our Money?” 
Leader: Betty Helms (President of South-
eastern Jurisdiction) 
By 9/10, call Elizabeth Bell at (850) 482 
4461 or Becky Wester (850) 272 4461 
with number for lunch.  Study may con-
tinue until 1:30 pm cst. 

` 
10/ 6, District Of-
ficer Planning Day 
at Blountstown 
UMC 20500 W. 
Central Ave., 
Blountstown,  FL 
32424   
Mandatory for District Officer Team. 
 
10/9, Call in number for lunch for Dis-
trict Gathering church office (850) 763 
6537 
 

10/13- District Fall Gathering at FUMC, 
903 E. 4th St., Community Life Center, 
Panama City,  FL  32401.  Registration 9 
am CDT/ Program at 9:30  am CDT 
NOMINATION of 2019 officers + elec-
tion + speaker + lunch. 
CONFERENCE WISE: 
We had a wonderful time at Mission u in 
Pensacola at Gadsen Street UMC. 
Only 3 of us went to that, though.   We 
have one more chance for us all to meet 
together.  This will be at Spiritual En-
richment Retreat at Blue Lake Camp As-
sembly Grounds, Andalusia, on October 
19-21.  Registration should be in the CW.  
We will have a wonderful speaker: Rev. 
Dr. Connie Shelton, who also spoke at 
2018 Conference Annual Day. The regis-
tration for SER is also online at:            
www.awf-umw.org 
 
***NOTE ABOUT CHANGE IN OUR 
NATIONAL UMW STRUCTURE: 
Please read the enclosed insert plus 
frequently asked questions. 

 
Many Blessings, 

 Karen 
 

AUGUST 2018 

CONFERENCE DATES 
 

OCT. 19-21: Spiritual 

Enrichment Retreat 
 

The Candle of Light 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How much we can do 
with God’s Light! 

 
At many District and 

Conference events you 
will see a candle 

burning. It means that 
God’s light continues 
to shine among us 
and through all that 
we do for Him. We 

hope you will consider 
using a safe LED 
candle that will 

transmit the same 
meaning.  

MARIANNA/PANAMA CITY 

SEPT. 15: District 
Mission Study: Our 
Money, Marianna 
FUMC, 9:30-1:30 CST 
 
OCT. 6: District 
Officer Planning Day, 
Blountstown UMC 
 
OCT. 13: District Fall 
Gathering, PC FUMC, 
9:30 CST 

DISTRICT DATES 
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BLUE LAKE IN 
AUTUMN 
 
I looked out my window 
  And knew God was there 
In fresh dew of morning; 
   In sweetness of air: 
In splendor of Pine reaching 
   high in its grace  
And saw His dear face.
  
In wild splash of color; 
   In roseate glow,  
In splendor of diamond 
  On bush bending low; 
In carpet of needles  
   so rich, so brown, 
My God in His beauty  
  In love has come down.
  
I looked at the water 
  Through Dogwood and 
Pine, 
In stillness of Autumn 
  And knew God was mine. 
        
        Maybel Stone Swatts 
 

 

 

 

 

“. . .let all the trees of the forest 
sing for joy.” Psalm 96:12b 

SER 

 
 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
 
 I recently attended Mission U at the historic Gadsden Street 
Methodist Church in Pensacola. The Spiritual Growth Study was 
a continuation of last year's study  Embracing Wholeness. The 
emphasis is on God's relationship to all of creation, not just hu-
mans. his fascinating and relevant study will be given in our dis-
trict this year at a time to be announced.  
 
Mark your calendar for October 19-21 for the Spiritual Enrich-
ment Retreat to be held at Blue Lake.  Registration forms are 
available on line. The theme is HOPE, based on Hebrews 6:19-
20. Our dynamic speaker will be  Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton, who 
is known for her powerful gift of insight. Focus Groups include 
Computer Tips, Prayer Walk with  Scripture Scavenger Hunt, 
and Crafts—making mats for the homeless.   
 
Blue Lake is especially beautiful in the fall. I found the poem at 
the left in my mother's Bible. It was written by a past Marianna /
Panama City district president from Port St. Joe. Let it encour-
age you to participate in the Spiritual Enrichment Retreat. You 
will be blessed! 
See you there, 

     Martha Spiva 
     Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
 
 

 
Mission U Attendees from Marianna/Panama City District   

(l-r): Kathy McQuagge, Karen Fillman, Martha Spiva 
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SOCIAL ACTION: 
 
One of the highlights of my summer in Port St. Joe, Florida, a small coastal communi-
ty on the Gulf of Mexico, has been going downtown to The Joe, a new Center for the 
Arts. 
During July through mid-August, The Joe has an exhibition called “Turtles and 
Trash.” The exhibit is very colorful with paintings of turtles and the local beaches, 
collages of minute marine life made from paper and brightly colored paints, sculptures 
and paintings of turtles both serious and humorous (turtles painted as a cigar-smoking 
man and a fancy, dressed up woman), and an informative article posted on a display 
board concerning birds and turtles endangered by plastic bags and stray fishing nets. 
 
I also learned a lot from the talks given at The Joe by people in our community. Our 
resident turtle expert, who directed people in our town in saving over a thousand 
stunned turtles when the water in the bay became too cold last winter, talked about the 
danger to turtles of articles left on the beach in their path as they were coming on 
shore to lay eggs. 
 
All of our experts warned us about the increasing danger of plastic in our waters; plas-
tic never goes away and can be ingested by marine life and humans, sometimes at 
toxic levels. 
 
Nancy Jones, a volunteer and program planner for the Turtles and Trash exhibit en-
courages people to make an easy switch to reusable bags instead of plastic ones be-
cause of the recycling challenges they present, in addition to their lethal threat to wild-
life and their release of toxic chemicals directly into the soil of landfills when buried. 
Jones cites a 2015 scientific study conducted by the National Center for Ecological 
Analysis at University of California, Santa Barbara to stress the magnitude of the 
problem with plastic bags: “every year eight million tons of plastic end up in the 
oceans.”  
 
Further distressing evidence is reported by Mary Crowley in her article, “My Ocean 
Planet” (Response Magazine), in which she relates that sailors describe to her regions 
of the oceans that have islands of plastic debris floating, some reported to be “twice 
the size of the state of Texas.”  
 
Can you imagine? You can find a lot of information in this article, including what 
“ghost nets” are. What can we do to take better care of God’s sacred creation? 
  

 Use reusable shopping totes instead of plastic totes. 

 Fill up your own reusable water bottle to stay hydrated. 

 Say no to plastic straws. 

 Buy boxed packaging instead of plastic jars and bottles. 
 

     Ann Tison 

     Social Action Coordinator 

          tisonpsj@mediacombb.net 

  

 

TURTLES  
AND TRASH 
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In the heat and rainstorms of summer, what a 
wonderful time to read!!  I have been reading 
Laugh your way to Grace:  Reclaiming the 
Spiritual Power of Humor.  It is written by 
Rev. Susan Sparks, a lawyer who became a 
standup comedian for several years and then 
felt the call to become a Baptist minister.  
Now, that is humorous! 
 

Susan says that “laughter is the GPS for the Soul.”  But, many of us forget to 
use it during the many ups and downs of life.  Sometimes, we really struggle 
to find things to smile or laugh about each day – but they are there!  
 
At lunch today, we watched one hummingbird come and chase another away 
from the feeder – we laughed!  Our 14-year-old dog, Lady, lay patiently on 
the kitchen floor and watched us eat until she heard the forks begin to hit our 
plates – then she began to bark because she knew the last few crumbs were 
hers!!  We have not trained her well --- but it is funny that she knows when it 
is her turn. 
 
Rev. Susan Sparks says, “Laughter was honored by the ancients as a spiritual 
healing tool and celebrated by the world’s great religions.  So why aren’t we 
laughing along the spiritual path today?  What would happen if we did?”   
 
As Susan’s book says, “Let’s look each day for something in God’s wonder-
ful world that makes us smile and share that smile with someone else.”   
 
 

Elizabeth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elizabeth Bell,  
District Program Resources Chair 

850-482-8469 or 850-209-1161 
 
 
 
Editor’s note: 
 
A quick Google search for religious jokes led me to a site sponsored by Reader’s Digest. The 
following URL will take you to one entitled “Blessed Are the Red-necked”  
 
https://www.rd.com/joke/blessed-are-the-red-necked/ 
 
Yes, laughter is great medicine! 
 

PROGRAM  
RESOURCES 
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THANK YOU FROM  
ST ANDREW 
 
Because of your gen-
erosity, 242 children 
in Latin America will 
receive shoeboxes full 
of gifts this Christ-
mas.  Most important-
ly, they will receive a 
coloring book telling 
them the story of our 
precious Savior's 
birth!  Our United 
Methodist missionar-
ies who distribute 
these shoeboxes will 
know that United 
Methodists at home 
keep them and their 
ministries close in 
thought and pray-
er.  This was our inau-
gural year for this 
project and we learned 
many lessons to make 
next year smooth-
er!  Thanks again for 
your participa-
tion.  We hope to do 
this again next year 
and will distribute 
new information in 
2019. 
 
 
 

 

Hello Ladies! 
 
I always look forward to seeing you and hearing from you. As many of you 
know, my mother, Sarah Rhodes, was a past District President.  
 
In going through her papers, my sister, Susan Riley and I found many of her 
notes and papers from the years that she was a district officer.  We smiled as we 
read the lovely formal notes from ladies in the district  discussing plans and con-
firming their attendance at meetings.  They were the real, handwritten, pretty 
stationary kind of notes.  There was something quite nice about them--as well as 
the fact that they had been preserved for us to enjoy.   
 
There is also something quite nice about our emails of today.  It is helpful to 
quickly communicate information to keep us connected.  I am trying to change 
my email address from  peggykundo@knology.net to peggykundo@gmail.com , 
so you may use either address as I decide which system is easier for me to use. I 
will check both and keep you posted on my progress.  
 
It was my pleasure to be with the Gulfview UMW on their UMW Sunday. Their 
beautiful quilts were displayed on the chancel rail and then blessed for ministry. 
I can't imagine the hours they spent piecing them together, but I can imagine the 
great love that was stitched into each quilt.  
 
As I keep you in my prayers, I pray for our organization of UMW and for our 
United Methodist Church.  We need prayer and focus to keep us grounded.  I 
encourage you not only to read your Bible but also to read a little John Wesley 
to remind you of our Wesleyan heritage.  We United Methodists need a lot of 
Jesus and a little John Wesley every day. 

SMILE, 

Peggy Kundo 

  

DAYS FOR GIRLS 
  

St. Andrew UMW is in the process of forming a Days for Girls team in our Dis-
trict.  The name for the team will be Marianna-Panama City team.  D4G uses 
locations rather than organization names for team titles.  We are in the process 
of setting up our web information and getting the patterns and will keep every-
one updated through each step.  We intend for this to be open to anyone who 
wishes to participate, making it a district project rather than a unit project.   

Jean Fanning and Faye Register from St. Andrew are assuming leadership of the 
project.  You can contact Peggy Kundo during this development stage for more 
information.  Jean and Faye will organize the sewing aspects and will coordinate 
the hands-on part of the project.  We aren't quite ready for the sewing to begin 
but should be ready soon. If you are interested, please contact Peggy (see emails 
above), who will put you in touch with Jean and Faye. 

VICE PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT 
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The Secretary’s Pen: 
Invaluable to the Success of a Unit/Circle  

Janis Johnson, District UMW Secretary 
 
With the increase in the use of technology for so many rou-
tine communication tasks, one simple, no-tech tool is often 
required by the secretary in conducting the business of the 
UMW unit’s work.  That tool is the pen or pencil.  
 
One of the tasks performed by the Unit or Circle Secretary 
is taking roll.  A simple pen or pencil and a notebook are all 
one needs to complete this job that might seem unimportant 
but one that provides useful data for the group.  Knowing 
the number in attendance at different events provides the 
leadership with information about the success of a specific 
type of event, tracks information about the growth or de-
cline in the unit’s membership, and keeps information 
about each member’s individual attendance.  This kind of 
information helps the leadership team make decisions about 
the kinds of programs to have, the overall “health” of the 
group, and the need to recruit or perhaps consider some 
type of reorganization, or maybe just make a personal con-
tact with a member of your organization. 
 
Another use of the pen or pencil is taking minutes of the 
meetings.  These can be either formal or informal in nature, 
depending on the size and needs of each unit.  It is often 
easy to forget the actions taken at meetings, but these sim-
ple minutes or notes serve as useful reminders for required 
follow-up activities.  Another important reason to take 
minutes or notes of the meetings is to assist the leadership 
team in reporting the activities of the organization to the 
local church and to the district UMW leadership for the an-
nual reports often required by these entities. This will alle-
viate “head scratching” and fretting when reports are due 
and leaders are trying to remember the many wonderful 
ministries that the unit or circle completed during the year. 
 
So, while the use of texting, emails, and social media are 
very essential in communication, sometimes the best way is 
using something very simple like the plain old pencil or pen 
and paper!  Sharpen up one or two, get a small notebook, 
and get ready to be the best secretary you can be for your 
UMW unit or circle. 
 

    Janis 
   
 

 

 

So this is 
summer, I am presently on 
vacation in the Shenandoah 
Valley with my husband and 
twelve year old grand-
son.  Hard to focus on the fall 
season and getting back to a 
structured life.   
 
However, I would like to re-
mind everyone of the upcom-
ing Mission Study to be held 
on September 15th. This 
study, Our Money, will give us 
an in-depth education as to 
how UMW makes decisions 
on how to spend the money 
we raise. It will look at some 
mission projects we support.   
 
I urge everyone to prioritize 
attendlng Mission Studies be-
cause our fellow UMW mem-
bers work hard to prepare 
these presentations, and the 
knowledge we gain from at-
tending is invaluable.  When 
we have a full understanding 
of the impact that our money 
has on the lives of others, it 
personalizes it for us and gives 
it intimate meaning.  
 
That is some of what this par-
ticular study will attempt to 
do.  But all Mission Studies 
have much to offer us; make a 
resolution to attend at least 2 
studies yearly.  In addition to a 
learning experience, we get 
fellowship and a great lunch!   
 
Enjoy what remains of this 
summer; see you  
in the fall.   
 
Blessings,  

Bernadette  
Hackett 
 

EDUCATION  
     AND 
INTERPRETATION 
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2019 proposed SLATE OF OFFICERS FOR  
MARIANNA/PANAMA CITY  

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 President:      Peggy Kundo 
 Vice President: (1yr)     Karen Fillman 
 Secretary:       Janis Johnson 
 Treasurer:         Helen Carlsten..........interim          
 Communications:       Deanie DeFelix 
 Program Resources:      Elizabeth Bell 
 Membership, N&O:       Kathy McQuagge 
 Social Action:               —  TBD —    
 Spiritual Growth:        Martha Spiva 
 Education & Interpretation:    Bernadette Hackett 
 Nominations chair:       Pat Whitley................interim 
 Historian (appointed by next executive team)     — vacant —   
 
Also up for voting in elections: 
 To serve out one 2019 class for Nominations:  Marjorie Vassie 
 To serve  in 2021 class for Nominations:      Dora Holbrook and Emma Cain 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Up for District approval in 2018  (for 2019) Elections:                                                                  
  (TO BE VOTED ON BY ALL DISTRICT MEMBERS PRESENT) 
  
 Peggy Kundo for office of President 
 
 Karen Fillman for office of Vice President 
 
     PLUS: 
 
*These officers have been serving in an interim position only and need a replacement: 
 Treasurer: Helen Carlsten and Chair of Nominations: Pat Whitley 
 
 Social Action coordinator position needs a replacement for 2 years.
 
These listed above are on the slate as of now; however, we will also be taking nominations from the 
floor.  If you have someone you would like to suggest, you MUST have her permission to nominate 
her before you do so. 
 
In addition to elections and the installation ceremony, our speaker will address   

 
Social Action  

 
on 

 
Saturday, October 13, 2018, at First Methodist Church, 903 E 4th St., Panama City  

 9 am (CDT) 
    In The Community Life Center. 

 

SEE YOU ON OCTOBER 13th 
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Please read this Explanation from 
Debbie Bell: 
 
Subject: AWF-UMW, SER registra-
tion-REVISED 

All, the AWF-UMW website now has 
the revised edition of the SER registra-
tion form that includes a check box for 
Voting Delegate.  On the instruction 
sheet (included with the form) the defi-
nition of the person that can vote is 
included. I do plan to share the Election 
Process in the Alert so that all have 
some information about the "voting 
process."  
 
If someone has already sent in her 
registration form prior to this revision, 
she can be contacted and questioned 
about her vote status.  
  
District Presidents, please share among 
your Local Unit presidents about the 
"one vote per Local Unit,” which 
should be decided before SER arrival.  
 
Standing Rules. IV. Elections and 
Meetings. 
 
The voting Body of the Annual Meet-
ing of the conference organization 
shall be composed of the following: 

• One representative from each  
Local Unit 

• Conference Executive Committee 

• Bishop 

• District Executive Committees 

• District Superintendents 

• Directors of UMW residing within 
the conference 

• Officers of the Jurisdiction resid-
ing within the conference  

 
All these are the "one vote" that are in 
attendance.  
 
I hope this helps with clarity for voting 
during our meeting when elections oc-
cur. 
 

If you are not sure of payments 
needed or you question the form 
you have already sent,  
call Jean Creswell:       
(334) 385-5015,after 5 pm 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Circuit Writer Editor: 
Deanie DeFelix 
deanie575@gmail.com           
(850)209-3834 

 

 
2018 Local Reports are due by Nov. 30. 
 

Send to District President  
Karen Fillman. 
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SPECIAL INSERT 


