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Spiritual Growth

Martha Spiva
How the Virus Stole East
By Kri sti Bot hur (With a nod to Dr. ¢

Twas | atle®@hiem t he virus began
Bringing chaos and fear to all/l peopl e, e
People were sick, hospitals full,
Doctors overwhel med, no one in school
As winter gave way to the promise of spr
The virus raged on, touching peasant and
People hid in their homes from the enemy
They YouTubed and-diootmen¢cedocamad cl eaned
April approached and churches were cl ose
ofTheredwdr an d&ahset ewo,rl d supposed.
oTheredwdre church services, and egg hunt
No reason for new drE&sgesatlwhein. we can
Holy Week started, as bleak as the rest.
The world was focused on masks and on te
OEaster chaanppen tohits pyearl ,ai med.
oOnl i ne and at hoidmehe itthg@usdmeav.on
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the days ¢
The virus pressed on; It just would not
The world woke Sunday and nothing had <ch
The virus stildl menaced, the people, est
oPooh pooh tootthe warnInd swas grumbling.
ol hetye finding out now that no Easter is
oflhetye just waking up! WedKnadw!j ust what
Their mouths wild/l hang open a minute or
And then all t he s a-dhmtos. wi | | al | cry boo
oflhat noéosiasied, t heowwdd|l e sometdhi ng to hear
So it paused and the world put a hand to
And it did hear a sound coming through a
It started down | ow, then it started to
But t he s oiundle prasssns ed.
Why, this sound was triumphant!
| t cadiulbden so!
But it grew with abundance!
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The world stared around, poppin

Then it shook! What it saw was u
Every saint in every nation, h h
Was celebrating Jesus in spit

't hdadetopped Easter from comin

Somehow or other, it came |just

And the world with its |ife qui q
Stood puzzling and puzzling.

aJust how c@an it be?

ot came without bonnets, it ca bun
It came without egg hunt&ég, cant mo n e
Then the world thought dofboed omet. hadn
oMaybe Eastet homdgrer&Ncome from a

store.

Maybe Easter, perhaps, méans a bit mo
And what happened then?

Wel |l .. .. té&h en sttt odgne.

What will YOU do?

Will you share with that one

Or two or more peopltehimeendigrhg ?hgpe

Will you share the source of yo® [ e i n th
The churches -drud emptiys t he t oml

And Jesus is victor over death, doom, and gl
So this year at Easter, | et this be our pray
As the virus stild]l rages all around, everywh
May the world see Hope &whpeenoplte.l ooks at God
May the world see the church is not a buil di
May the world fi nddeRaiht manidn rleessuuys ecti on,
May the world find Joy in a 0o '~~~ "jo0
May 2020 be known as the yea

But not only that

Let it start a revival @

I n His service, “ﬁm

Martha Spiva ~
COVID 19 caused us to | ose a A
but our God is stronger. Thr Co
survive and thrive in His Ho y .
assurance of our salbemptgnt a o d
the J®OY wbare when we see ouU Lga
we spend eternity with the Father, Son, and
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Now the tall Ragman | ooked upon this child with pity, an

(

C

<

iGi ve me yoher sraagl, tracing his fawd Il igniev eo ny ochue rmicnhee.e k ,

The child could only gaze at him while he | oosened the be
bonnet he set on hers. And | gasped at what | saw: for wi
ran a darker, mor el hsiusb sotwannlt i al bl ood

iRags! Rags! | oteaekedotHeragbbing, bleeding, strong, intel
The sun hurt both the sky, now, and my eyes; the Ragman

iIAr e you goi mgetasWwedk&@ man who | eaned against a telephon
The Ragman priDos gduhihm:vwe a job?

fiAre youosnaeyed the other. He pulled away from thei pol e,
flat, thevwcuff stuffed into the pocket . He had no ar m.

iSogsai d the NBagmame your 08jlackiete damuwd rhi ne.
Such quiet authority in his voicel
The @amened man took off his

j &
arm stayed in its sl|leeve, and
man had "enly one.

akRétl Soembded het Ragatsnl s a
when the other put it on h

iGo t o omer ks,ai d.

onscious beneath a
it round himsel f,

t he Ragman. Though
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e cth anig e i nt-h"i
aps to know wha
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nket And he died.
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Oh, how | <cried to witness that death! | slumped in a ju

\
€

I
t
f

N

hopiebecause | had come to | ove the Ragman. Every other f a

cherished him; but he died. | sobbed myself to sl eep.

I did nohownowul dit hehow?sl ept through Friday night and

But then, on Sunday morning, | was wakened by a violence.

thptur e, hard, deimdmdinnmeg laiggghthst my
rst wonder of all.

! And, besi des that,

ned for cleanline

red my head and tr

shame, for | was a
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rd, he put new rags a
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http://www.inspirationalarchive.com/573/ragman/#ixzz6JJYb9v3p

We Remember

Frances

Charmein Cretney
Sarah Goskin

Mar garet K. Lewi s
Donna McCr ea

Mar gi e Miller
Euvene Sanders

Mar gar et
Hort ense

Bur gess

Sander s
Thur man

Kat hl een B. Turner
Ni ta Wall ace
Jane Wet zel
Angeline Santos Whitfield
Pat Whitl ey
Adnd God will wipe away every tear fron
nor sorrow, nor c¢crying. There sh
for the former t&dhongs have pas
Revel at(Nnanv)21: 4
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