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PAUL L. LEELAND
Resident Bishop of the Alabama-West Florida Conference
of The United Methodist Church

Paul L. Leeland was born in Washington D.C. He graduated from
North Carolina Wesleyan College with a B.A. degree. He re-
ceived his M.Div. degree and Th.Min. from Duke Divinity School

and his Ed.D. from North Carolina State University.

Paul was ordained by Bishop Robert Blackburn in 1976. As a member of the North
Carolina Conference, he served small, medium and large membership churches. He
served as the District Superintendent of the Goldsboro District. He was then appoint-
ed Assistant to the Bishop and Director of Ministerial Relations serving under two
bishops for a total of eight years. The Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference elect-

ed him to the episcopacy in 2008.

Paul Leeland was elected as a delegate to Jurisdictional Conference beginning in
1988 and consecutive years through 2008. He was elected as a delegate to Gen-
eral Conference in 2000, 2004 and 2008. He has served general conference
boards and agencies. In 2007, he was the recipient of the Red Shoe Award, pre-
sented by clergywomen of the North Carolina Annual Conference for
“encouragement and support of women in ministry through advocacy, appointment,
mentoring and friendship.”

After election as a bishop in 2008, Paul was assigned to the Alabama-West Florida
Conference where he was reassigned in 2012. He serves on the General Board of
Church and Society, Council of Bishops Finance Committee, the Duke Divinity School
Board of Visitors, the General Board of Pension and Health Benefits, and is currently

the Secretary of the Council of Bishops.

In 1968, Janet Elaine Dowell and Paul Lee Leeland were married. They have three
married children: Rebekah, Nora and Paul Andrew. They have five grandchildren:
Ryon, Joshua, Andrew, Madeline and William Fielden. Paul enjoys reading, playing
chess, going to the theater with Janet, and spending time with his grandchildren in
North Carolina.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

OUR 2013 THEME IS “MOVING FORWARD IN FAITH”
On October 11 & 2 we will celebrate 41 years as the
Alabama West Florida Conference of United Method-
ist Women. We rejoice that we are a dedicated com-
munity of women. Come and help us celebrate!

Your conference program committee has worked
hard to plan an exciting and meaningful weekend. We
are excited that on Saturday, Bishop Paul Leeland will
be our guest speaker.

Friday night will be full of opportunities beginning with
a workshop led by Margie Miller, Education and Inter-
pretation Coordinator. After the workshop we will
move into the training phase for all district officers.
These sessions are open to all.

We are looking forward to welcoming you to your 41st
Annual Meeting. We hope you will come for the entire
weekend, but we will feel blessed to see you even if
just for the day. Bring a friend! This event may be just
what your soul needs. With faith on our side and love
in our hearts, the Alabama West Florida Conference
of United Methodist Women continues to live out our
PURPOSE.

This is a good time for you to check the progress of
your unit in several areas. The Mission Today criteria

is food to use to measure your progress:

e Has your unit given in all five channels of mission
giving?

e Has your unit invited a district or conference of-
ficer to a unit meeting or event?

e Has your unit participated in a hands-on mission
project?

¢ Do you have members participating in the Read-
ing Program?

If the answer is “no” to any of the items listed, you
still have time to complete the requirements to help
your unit become a Mission Today Unit in 2013.

United Methodist Women of the Alabama West Flori-
da Conference are ordinary women doing extra ordi-
nary things as they minister to women, children, and

youth! This statement to me is
a fitting explanation of the
commitment and service of all
our UMW members in this
conference.

The United Methodist Wom-
en’s journey in Christian Mis-
sion has covered a lot of terri-
tory since our foremothers
first organized for mission in
1869, but our work is not finished. The “least of
these,” especially women, children, and youth, still
have many needs.

United Methodist Women continue to be called by
God to put our faith, hope and love into action to
meet these needs. We continue to MOVE FORWARD
IN FAITH . . .SO DON'T LOOK BACK—WE ARE NOT GO-
ING THAT WAY!

Y
Betty Helms

The Alabama-West Florida Conference United
Methodist Women have a new web address:
http://www.awf-umw.org/

Check out the new site—lots of information just
for you!
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS
FOR TERM BEGINNING 2014

ViICE PreSident... . iiiiiiiiieieieiiieieeeeeeeeeeeseeeseseeeeereeesesessssssssssssssssssnssnsnsssssnnnnnns Pat Dodge
T2 110 L] PP Margaret Larson
Secretary of Program RESOUICES.......cccceeeerieciereee e eeeeeee s Margie Outlaw
Coordinator of Spiritual GroOWth .......cccceeeeriiccee e Nancy Shealy
Coordinator of Membership Nurture & Outreach ........ccccee...... Cheryl Mothershed
One year term for Communications Coordinator ........ccccceeeeveeecccnnnnnenn. Laurel Akin
Chair, Committee on NOMINAtioNS .......ueeeiieeriiiccccenrreee e Cynthia Brown
One 4yr term for Committee on Nominations ......ccccccceveeeeeeieccccnnnee. Julia Norton
One 1yr term for Committee on Nominations .......cccceeeeeeeeeeeececceeeenn. Jennifer Swee

Ruth Ann Powers, Chair
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Bold Faith Seminar

The first Bold Faith Seminar focusing on Human Trafficking was hosted by the Alabama/West Florida Conference of
United Methodist Women on Friday, May 31 through Saturday, June 1, 2013 at Gadsden Street United Methodist
Church in Pensacola, Florida. Approximately 50 persons registered and attended the event. Jennifer McCallum, Ex-
ecutive Secretary for Social Justice Education, United Methodist Women national office served as the facilitator for

this event.

Human trafficking has been likened to modern-day slavery that subjects children, women, and men to force, fraud,
or coercion for the purpose of commercial sexual exploitation or forced labor. This horrific practice can include pros-
titutions, pornography, and sex tourism as well as labor for domestic service, factory or construction work, and mi-

grant farming.

Maria Roswold, Program Coordinator, Refugee Immigration program, Catholic Charities of Northwest Florida in-
formed the group on the dimensions of human trafficking. The statistics are staggering. She informed us that hu-
man trafficking has been reported in all 50 states in the United States. The rates are particularly high in California,
Texas, Florida and New York. It is extremely profitable, generating an estimated $32 billion in yearly profits.

Other presentators were Toby Detzler, Program Director, Called2Rescue, Elena Stein, Interfaith Action of Southwest
Florida and Santiago Perez, of the Coalition of Immokalee Workers of Florida. Santiago Perez captivated the group
by use of an interrupter because he was none English speaking. He informed us of the deplorable conditions many

Immokalee workers endured on a daily basis.

The Coalition of Immokalee Workers (CIW) is a worker-based human rights organization internationally recognized
for its achievements in the field of corporate social responsibility, community organizing, and sustainable food. CIW

is working to end human trafficking and educate consumers on the issues of farm labor exploitation.

Publix’s one of the largest supermarket chains in Florida, and recently opened two stores in Mobile, Alabama were
not members of Fair Food Program. This is a program established to bring more human farm labor standards and
fairer wages for farm workers in their tomato suppliers operation. Santiago Perez as member of the Coalition of Im-
mokalee workers has asked members of the United Methodist Women to take part in a letter mailing campaign to

encourage Publix’s to come on board with the Fair Food Program.

We encourage units to get involved to help bring awareness fairer wages for farm workers in their tomato suppliers
operation. We encourage all units to make copies of the attached letter included in this article and distribute it to
unit members, your church members, family and friends. We want this letter campaign to make a huge impact on
Publix’s. | encourage all Social Action Coordinator’s to get your units involved in this event. Let’s stand as United

Methodist Women together advocating justice for all. Faith. Hope. Love in Action

Yours in Christ,
Zan M. Jones, Social Action Coordinator,
Alabama/West Florida Conference
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MISSION EDUCATION

What a busy year we had with all the opportunities to learn about United Methodist Women. All Education
& Interpretation Coordinators need to have the Mission Today Reporting Form and the Mission Study Re-
port Breakdown Form completed and sent to the Conference Education & Interpretation Coordinator by
September 10, 2013. This needs to be in for the Annual Day program because the awards for the dis-
tricts are determined by information on these forms.

Please be aware that October 11, 2013 is District Officer Leadership Training at Blue Lake. If your district
does not have an Education & Interpretation Coordinator please have a representative from your district
to attend this meeting.

Also on October 12, 2013, is Alabama West Florida United Methodist Women’s Conference Annual meed-
int at Blue Lake. This is a time to celebrate the giving of the awards to the districts and the conference
members. We are honored to have as guest speaker, Bishop Paul L. Leeland.

Remember our goal is that each unit will meet its pledge to missions. May we all pray and work to make
this happen.

God Bless,

Margie Miller

Education & Interpretation Coordinator
margiem@fairpoint.net or call 850-229-6502

Date EVENT
October 11 District Officer Leadership Training, Blue Lake
October 12 AWF UMW Conference Annual Meeting, Blue Lake
January 3-4 Conference Executive Meeting, Blue Lake

January 10-12, 2014 COSROW

February 21-22, 2014 |Tapestry—Demopolis

March 21-23, 2014 Conference Spiritual Enrichment, Blue Lake

April 24-27, 2014 Assembly 2014: Louisville




Pictures by Laurel Akin



