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WOW! 2021 has gone by so quickly! It was this time last year that I was 

asked to be the District President. I have been busy trying to help our district 

be the best we can be during this time. We have seen many changes, some 

good and some not so good, but as United Methodist Women change is not 

foreign. One way I have been focusing is through breath prayers - so mind-

clearing and opening to the Spirit. 
 

We have some new United Methodist Women units to welcome to our fold, 

as our district has expanded. They are Wesley Chapel UMW and St Mary’s 

UMW in Choctaw County, Grove Hill UMW and Thomasville UMW in Clarke 

County, and Pine Hill Charge UMW in Wilcox County.  We are looking 

forward to their attendance at district events. We are also discussing having 

joint mission studies with other districts. 
 

The National office has been offering online studies for district officers and I 

have been enjoying these courses. New Wineskins based on Mark 2: 21-22 

is preparing United Methodist Women for change. I found these four points 

very encouraging: 
 

1. Worrying will NEVER change the outcome. Let go of the things you 

cannot control. 
 

2. The impact of most changes will be temporary. If it isn't temporary, adapt. 

Don't focus on what you are losing because of the change. Focus on 

what is being gained. If you struggle to see the change from another 

perspective, ask others who are known to have a positive mindset how 

they see the change. A Chinese Proverb says, "When the winds of 

change blow, some people build walls and others build windmills." 

Build the windmills and stay positive so you can easily adapt to the 

changes that are coming. 
 

3. Things change, people change, but GOD remains. Try talking to God 

about it. 
 

4. Look for the lesson and/or opportunity. "You can't go back and change 

the beginning, but you can start where you are and change the  
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ending."- C.S. Lewis 

 

So, ladies please be open to the changes coming. God will prevail.  

 

In Christ, 

 

Michele  
President 2021-2022 

Mobile District United Methodist Women 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Gail Idona Bradford went to her eternal rest on September 1, 2021. Gail 

served the Mobile District United Methodist Women in several capacities, 

most recently as Vice President. She will be missed by her family and 

friends on earth as she has gained her heavenly wings.   

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Hello UMW Unit Secretaries! 
 

This is the last newsletter of 2021 so I want to share some suggestions for 

closing out the year and beginning 2022. You have a variety of record-

keeping responsibilities as part of your office and your unit depends on 

you for maintaining its records. Please consider the following points: 
 

 Review the minutes of all meetings for accuracy and completeness. 

Adjust templates as needed for upcoming meetings. 
 

 Maintain custody of all current records and official documents for future 

archives. If the office is being assumed by a newly-elected secretary 

provide the current templates for minutes. 
 

 Sign any official, legal and/or financial documents as needed making 

certain to properly date each. 
 

 

 Review the membership roll for accuracy. 
 
 

 Provide a list of elected leaders of the unit , including addresses, ZIP 

codes, telephone numbers and emails, to the secretary of the district 

organization immediately upon their election. 

Secretary’s Scribbles 

Vice President 

 

 
The Five 
Channels 
of  Mission 

Giving 
 

-1- 

Pledge to 

Mission 
 

 

-2- 

Special 

Recognition 
 

 

-3- 

Gift to Mission 
 

 

-4- 

Gift in Memory 
 
 

-5- 

World Thank 

Offering 
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 Archive past minutes and official documents permanently in the  

designated UMW location within the church or digitally. 

 

 Support and serve on the leadership team and other committees as 

necessary.  

 
    Adapted from United Methodist Women Handbook 2021-2024: Constitution and Bylaws 

 

Marcie McNeal 

Secretary 2021-22 

Mobile District United Methodist Women 

 
 

 
 

 

 

The cooler fall weather that has arrived is a signal that we are quickly 

nearing the end of the year. It is now time to dig deep in our units so that we 

can end the year strong.   
 

To emphasize what I have said before - we are a strong group of women 

that, hopefully this next year, will see even more normalcy, so we can help 

more women, children and youth of our District and beyond. We know that  

more and more units are starting to meet for have in-person events that are 

helpful, creative, and will assist in meeting our financial mission 

commitments.   
 

As of this article, we have 10 of 15 churches that have given toward their 

Pledge to Mission this year.  We have just two weeks to meet our $20,000 

goal and we have a little less than $9000 to go.  Please discuss with your 

units their plans for reaching the goals of the 5 channels of giving. The five 

channels of giving are: Pledge to Mission, Special Recognition, Gift to 

Mission, Gift in Memory and World Thank Offering.  We have three 

churches that have met these goals. If you want to know what areas are 

needed for your unit to meet these goals, please do not hesitate to contact 

me.   
 

We have plenty of In Remembrance cards. Please request any that you 

need 
 

Lastly, please get the names and payment for Special Recognition Pins to 

me. They have been shipping quickly, but I know that the end of year rush 

will slow them down. Let’s have a fourth quarter push and finish strong. 
 

Should you ever need anything, I can be reached via phone/text 251-490-

4717 or email s.pehler@comcast.net. 

Treasurer’s Tidbits 
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Sally Pehler 

Treasurer, 2021-22 

Mobile District United Methodist Women 

 

 
 

 

 

May 20-22, 2022     Orlando Convention Center     Orlando, Florida 
 

In 2022, we will reflect on today’s challenges and, together, find comfort and strength to move forward, 

building new ways for faith-filled women to make a difference in our communities and the world. We will 

recommit to our purpose, but also more. For such a time as this, we will TURN IT UP!  
 

We will Turn It Up -   

- For Spiritual Healing and Renewal 

                                             -  For Rebirth in a New Time 

                                                                         -   For Women Leaders 

                                                                                               -  For Justice for Women, Children and Youth 

 

You are encouraged to register now so that plans can be made for the best experiences for Assembly 

2022. If you register for in-person attendance now but decide to switch to the virtual option later, you will 

be issued a refund for the additional cost of the in-person registration (minus a $5 processing fee). Copy 

and paste the following address into your browser or call 800-850-7928 
 

https://ww2.eventrebels.com/er/Registration/StepRegInfo.jsp?ActivityID=36844&StepNumber=1&Promoti

onCode=IP&v=ZmNiMTgwZDMtZWMwNy00NGM5LTg3MTEtYmVjYWYzMDM5ZjEw 
 

  . 

 
 

 

 

Encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today . . .                    Hebrews 3:13 
 

It has been another year of challenges and changes. As Education and Interpretation coordinators, we 

need to continually educate others and interpret the many ways our pledges and gifts are being used 

around the world to minister to women, children, and youth.  I would add that we need to be encouragers 

not discouragers.  Our words have consequences; there are too many willing to share the bad news.  

Find someone to encourage with the Word of God and with good news about the mission of United 

Methodist Women.  
 

United Methodist Women is refreshing its website, unitedmethodistwomen.org, and 

increasing ways for women to build a vibrant community joined by a common 

purpose.  If you haven’t visited the website recently, please do.  Look for the Voices 

from the Field logo at the bottom of the page to find more information and  

Education and Interpretation 

Assembly 2022 Is Coming! 
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registration link for these educational programs which vividly illustrate our pledge dollars at work. The 

next Voices, on December 6 at 9am CT, features Mozambique and the Regional Missionary Catherine 

Akale. 

 

Another new initiative occurs the first Thursday of every month. The Resource Team at United Methodist 

Women hosts a Community Gathering on Mighty Networks with the Rev. Hannah Kardon, author of 

the 2021-2022 Program Resource: Healing and Joy on Our Journey to God. Participants will take time to  

center their spirits and go deeper into scripture for “embracing change and showing grace.” Information 

on how to join the Community Gatherings is available on the Mighty Network platform.  
 

If you haven’t done so, please explore the digital 2021-2022 Program 

Resource: Healing and Joy on Our Journey to God on Mighty 

Networks here and click “Access.” If you are already logged on to Mighty 

Networks, click on the “Resources” tab in the Menu to join the Program 

Resource. The purpose of this Community Gathering is to offer leaders of the 

Program Resources support in leading the programs; spiritual growth/soul 

care; fellowship and community building 
 

As I finished my Reading Program Report for 2021, I was reminded of how much 

the Reading Program impacts my spirituality and understanding of justice issues 

in the world.  It’s not too late to give your report to your unit program resources 

person or unit president for her Consolidated President’s Report that is due by the end of November.  

The Mobile District has won the reading program for having the most readers in the Alabama-West 

Florida Conference for the past two years.  Even if you have only read one book, please turn in a reading 

report to get credit as a participant and to help the Mobile District win the trophy once again. The 

Reading Program now has podcasts and movies options. All of the Mission u texts count as bonus books 

so don’t forget to add those to your reading reports as 2 books each. 
 

I am available to assist any unit or member who wishes to learn more about transformational education 

opportunities and how to interpret the ways our mission giving supports the 90+ National Mission  
 

Institutions, 8 Regional Missionaries, and the multiple grants and scholarships awarded each year.  You  

can read specific details in the new interactive 2020 Annual Report available at UMW_Annual report 

2020 (adobe.com) 
 

Let continue to encourage each other as God gives us the gift of “today” everyday.  
 

Joyce Genz 

 

Education and Interpretation Mission Coordinator, 2021-22 

Alabama-West Florida United Methodist Women  
 

 
 
 

 
Greetings in the Name of the Lord! 
 

Spiritual Growth 

http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=okkOmj0tpOj7wnpWvsP8oH9uMk61lOm2wYogE4e1m4o1UkANb7LuPw
http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=a62cLksZB21DiZDl46YNxGnc7QMr0bX-yBLKwR2Fm84fZ3lvvOn0XA
https://indd.adobe.com/view/cbe109ec-d3e3-412b-b5d5-c7abba188964
https://indd.adobe.com/view/cbe109ec-d3e3-412b-b5d5-c7abba188964
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The Bible says, “Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.” (Luke 5:16) This was the habit with  

Jesus and it needs to be a habit in our lives. Find a quiet, secluded place; just be there as simply and 

honestly as possible. The focus will shift from you to God, and you will begin to sense His Grace. Here’s  

the thing . . . We are not waiting on God, He is waiting on us. God wants to meet with us and we need to 

talk with him. There is nothing in our lives that God is not interested in. Consider the following thoughts: 
 

 Pray for God’s will (and your heart to align with it 
 

. . . your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.         Matthew 6:10 
 

 

 Pray on behalf of your enemies 

But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.       Matthew 5: 44 
 

 Pray for big, gutsy requests (and believe that God will answer) 

Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it and it will be 

yours.                                                                                                              Mark 11:24    
 

 Pray with persistence 

And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he 

keep putting them off?                                                                                    Luke 18:7 

                                                                                                                                            (Borrowed) 
 

In His Love, 
 

Ginger 
 

Ginger Sorenson 

Spiritual Action Mission Coordinator 2020-21 

Mobile District United Methodist Women 

 

 

 

 

United Methodist Women interprets the biblical passage from Luke 4:18 as both a model and a mandate 
for Christian social action and advocacy: 
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the 

oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." 

United Methodist Women has been challenging social injustice for more than 150 years. Members 

improve the lives of women, children and youth nationally and internationally. United Methodist Women 

continues its advocacy work on peace and justice, education, the rights of children, human rights and 

farm workers' rights, to name a few. 

Locally, United Methodist Women have assisted in caring and feeding, both physically and spiritually, 

homeless/hungry women and children in many ways.  A coalition of churches participates in the 

“weekend backpack” program which provides food for children who would otherwise be hungry on the  

weekend.  Another dedicated group provides meals and other needs to our local women’s homeless 

shelter, McKemie Place.  “Let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.”  (1 John  

Social Action 
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3:18) 

Here is a rundown on some of the press releases showing what United Methodist Women are doing on a  

national level: 
 

o Remembering Native American Victims of U.S. Schools 

o United Methodist Women Opposes Texas Abortion Law 

o United Methodist Women Marks the 20th Anniversary of  9/11 

o United Methodist Women Celebrates New Juneteenth Federal Holiday 

o United Methodist Women Statement on Renewed Israel-Palestinian Violence 

o United Methodist Women Members Share Hopes Regarding President Biden’s Virtual Climate Summit 

o United Methodist Women Joins United Methodist Church Commitment to Net-Zero Emissions  by 2050 

o United Methodist Women Today Applauded the Guilty Verdict of Former Police Officer Derek Chauvin 

o United Methodist Women Reiterates the "Call to Stop Criminalizing Communities of Color in the 

United States” 

o United Methodist Women Joins Advocates’ Call for Gun Control, Again 

o United Methodist Women Board Affirms 'Black Lives Matter to God' in New Call to Action to Members 

There is a lot of work to be done! 

 

LET’S GO WOMEN! 
 

Karen Hazen 

Social Action Mission Coordinator 2020-21 

Mobile District United Methodist Women 

 

 

 
 

 

Christmas is upon us. Remember Jesus as a baby, and now hear Jesus calling, “Follow Me.” Reach out 

to women to join the fellowship as God guides the United Methodist Women to offer faith, hope and love 

in action to women, children and youth all around the world through service to our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

I have loved every minute of serving as Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator for the Mobile 

District United Methodist Women for the last 4 ½ years. I am grateful to Barbara Carroll, Past President 

and Michele Smith, current Mobile District President for their hard work and support, and I am most 

honored to be the recipient of a Special Mission Recognition Pin. 
 

May the Lord be with each of you. 

 

Robbie Bunkley 

Membership Nurture and Outreach Mission Coordinator, 2020-21 

Mobile District United Methodist Women 

 
 

Membership Nurture and Outreach 



 
 The Informer 

IIInformer 
Informer 

 
 
 
 

 
 

The Nominating Committee searched diligently for nominees to hold office for 2022-23. We are grateful 

that the following women agreed to lead the Mobile District United Methodist Women for the next 

biennium and were elected during the Business Session of the Mobile District United Methodist Women 

Spiritual Enrichment Day: 
 

Treasurer:  Sally Pehler 

Membership Nurture and Outreach:  Stephanie Bromley 

Social Action: Ginger Sorenson 

Spiritual Growth:  Anne Capps 
 

Offices still needing servant-leaders are as follows: 

+Vice President 

+Mission Coordinator for Education and Interpretation (1 year) 

+Nominating Committee, Class of 2024 
 

Installation of officers will be held at Mobile District Annual Day 
 

Submitted by Judy Burnham 

Nominating Committee Chair, Class of 2022 

Mobile District United Methodist Women  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nominating Committee Report 
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MOBILE DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

            ALABAMA-WEST FLORIDA CONFERENCE 

             2022 DISTRICT AND CONFERENCE CALENDAR 
 

JAN 15   AWF-UMW Conference Executive Mission Team Meeting    Aldersgate UMC 

JAN 29 10 AM Mobile District Mission Team Meeting                                   TBD 

FEB 19 10 AM - 3:30 PM AWF-UMW Conference Annual Day   Marianna First UMC, Marianna, FL 

MARCH 19 10 AM 

 

Mobile District Annual Day, Installation of Officers 

    & District Officer Training                                                   TBD 

MAY 14 9:45 AM - 12 PM 

 

UMCOR Workshop - Hygiene Kits     Christ UMC Fellowship Hall  

 

District members are invited to attend and/or send contributions for bulk purchasing. 
  

MAY 20-22   ASSEMBLY 2022                              Orlando Convention Center 

JUNE 11 10 AM 
Mobile District Mission Team Meeting                    St. John UMC        

       2022 Budget Meeting                                                  

JULY 22-23   Cooperative Mission u                                                            Virtual 

AUG 13 10 AM - 2 PM Mobile District Mission Study                                                TBD 

OCT 7-8 3 PM Check-in 
AWF-UMW Conference Spiritual Enrichment Retreat 

                                                                    Blue Lake Assembly Grounds 

OCT 15 10 AM - 2 PM District Spiritual Enrichment Day                                          TBD 

OCT 29 9 AM Mobile District Mission Team Meeting                                     TBD 

NOV 5 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 
AWF-UMW District Presidents and Treasurers Training                                              

via ZOOM 

NOV 13 
 

United Methodist Women Day 

June 12-14   AWF UMC Annual Conference             Frazier UMC, Montgomery 

 


