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SPIRITUAL ENRICHMENT  

RETREAT 
 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19th - SUNDAY, 
OCTOBER 21st @ BLUE LAKE 

THEME:  HOPE 
 

GUEST SPEAKER: 

REV. DR. CONNIE SHELTON 
 

HEBREWS  6:19-20 
“This HOPE we have as an anchor of the soul, 
a HOPE both sure and steadfast and one 
which enters within the veil, where Jesus has 
entered as a forerunner for us,  having         

become a high priest forever.” 





 
 

Your Conference Executive Committee met in July in Dothan, AL. The Committee on Program met to 

share information and your comments on the Annual Day evaluations. We take your suggestions serious-

ly and worked to address each and come up with solutions to ensure we move in the right direction in 

2019. Our recommendations were presented to the whole team for approval.  

We then turned the meeting over to Tutti Johnson, Conference Spiritual Growth Coordinator who is well 

into plans for our Spiritual Enrichment Retreat October 19-21, 2018. Different duties were assigned to 

individuals on the Program Committee but rest assured Tutti has the program well under control. You will 

hear more from her in this issue of Alert.  

By the time you read this we will have enjoyed Mission u not only for the studies presented but for being 

with friends from all over the conference. What a blessing to be part of United Methodist Women and the 

Purpose we support. See you at Blue Lake in October. 

All District and Local Unit Vice Presidents, please contact me with any questions about your "Vice-

President' Leadership role. The District Officer Training sessions are where you can learn about planning 

programs for Annual Day or Spiritual Enrichment; you may even be asked to organize a mission study or a 

workshop.  

Psalms 33:1 How very good and pleasant it is when “sisters” live together in unity. 
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VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Joan Simmons 

Conference Vice President 
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STANDING RULES 
 

Upon review of the Alabama West Florida Conference of United Methodist Women Stand-

ing Rules, the committee determined that clarification was needed for the term of this po-

sition. Please note the recommended addition is printed in red. 
 

The Committee on Standing Rules is recommending the following change: 

III.  COMMITTEES 

2. There shall be a committee of district presidents. 

        b. The committee shall elect it’s chair.  Her tenure shall be for one year only. 

  

Betty Helms, Chair 

Jean Creswell 

Conference Treasurer 

TREASURER’S REPORT CONT’D 

For the Year 2018 – Alabama West Florida Conference as of 7/15/18 

MISSION GIVING (PLEDGE) Pledge 
Paid by  
Districts 

Balance % Paid 

Bay Pines 12,200.00 8,181.08 4,018.92 67.1% 

Demopolis 12,000.00 2,686.31 9,313.69 22.4% 

Dothan 14,750.00 6,691.25 8,058.75 45.4% 

Marianna / Panama City 12,800.00 3,371.16 9,428.84 26.3% 

Mobile 20,000.00 14,367.64 5,632.36 71.8% 

Montgomery / Opelika 12,500.00 1,984.59 10,515.41 15.9% 

Montgomery / Prattville 12,200.00 4,014.00 8,186.00 32.9% 

Pensacola 25,000.00 7,697.80 17,302.20 30.8% 

Events - Offering   1,614.03 -1,614.03   

TOTALS FROM DISTRICTS 121,450.00 50,607.86 70,842.14 41.7% 



 

 
I would like to remind you of three things: 
 

1.  Spiritual Enrichment Retreat at Blue Lake is October 19-21.  You will not want to miss the  Reverend 

Dr. Connie Shelton.  See the registration form in this ALERT issue or on the conference website. 

 

2.  Please be working on your Mission Today forms so we can get a count of Gold, Silver and Bronze 

awards.  Also, Mission Study attendance  needs to be reported for Local, District and Mission u  

Studies.  District E and I Coordinators should make sure District Presidents have this information to   

complete their Consolidated Presidents' forms to send to our Conference President, Debbie Bell.  I need 

this same information, so please send it to me, as well.  Thank you, in advance. 

 

3.  Please take a moment to check our Conference Website to see the statement regarding Mission    

Giving which contributes to Local Mission, Spiritual Formation, Programs for Membership Development 

and Outreach.  Pledges are designated for Ministries with Women, Children and Youth and are prioritized 

by our national body.  Our Handbook 2017-2020 has a section on Funding the Mission.  The UMC Book 

of Discipline, 2016, also addresses this topic.  Remember, District E and I Coordinators, this                  

interpretation of where the money goes is part of your job description. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for all you do in the name of women, children and youth!  Hope to see you at Blue Lake in    

October.  Blessings, 
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Shirley Hodges 

Education & Interpretation Coordinator 

EDUCATION & INTERPRETATION REPORT 
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SECRETARY OF PROGRAM RESOURCES REPORT 
 

Hope everyone has had a great summer and that you are enjoying some good Reading Program books.  If you at-

tending the recent Mission U, you know that there was an abundance of 2019 Reading Program Books, as well as 

some from 2018.  You can always order them online and/or add to your Kindle. One of the 2019 Books under the 

Spiritual Growth Section is "The Soulmaking Room" by Dee Dee Risher.  Ms. Risher is a freelance writer and edi-

tor.  A cofounder of Philadelphia's Alternative Seminary, she serves on the board of the Karitas Foundation, which 

supports several community-based initiatives in Mexico.  Shane Claiborne, who wrote the foreword for the book 

says, in part: "Her faith is not just about comforting the victims of injustice but also about driving a spike into the 

wheels of the machine that keeps running over people.  While most Christians stay in the shallow end of the faith 

pool, Dee Dee invites you to wade in the water and get into the deep end where things are not as safe, not as crys-

tal clear, and not as predictable."  The book revolves around the story of the Shunammite woman who builds a holy 

room for God's prophet and then the author uses her own true story to tell of how today's world contains bigotry, 

loss, mistakes and reshaping.  You will find lots to think about and reflect on and possibly change some of your 

thinking about what is going on in our world today and what you can do to change it. 
 

Enjoy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                PROGRAM RESOURCES ALERT! 

We have been advised by the head of Program Resources from National United Methodist Women in New York that 

a new procedure modeled after Scholastic Book sales is being put in place to be used in Resource Rooms at up-

coming conference events.  The consignment process we currently use is considered complex, time consuming and 

expensive.  We will no longer have copies of Reading Program Books on hand, but you will be able to order whatev-

er you would like.  Order forms will be available at Spiritual Enrichment Retreat (SER).  The completed forms will 

then be submitted to the processing center in Atlanta.  They will ship your order directly to you and bill you for your 

items.  This way you will not have to bring additional cash and checks with you to our conference events.  This new 

procedure will specifically affect directly purchasing Reading Program books.  We WILL have a few new Prayer Cal-

endars and Program Books for purchase, but these, also, can be ordered the new way.  The other thing to consider 

is that if you do not want to order your books this way, you can always order through Amazon or local booksellers.  

We will be on hand to answer any questions you may have about this new process.  The National Staff are hoping 

that, in the long run, this will be more cost efficient for everyone.  As we all know, sometimes change can be diffi-

cult, so we ask for your patience and understanding while we all get used to the new system.   

Sally Ozan 

Secretary of Program Resources 





ELECTING UNITED METHODIST WOMEN OFFICERS 

TO LEAD IN OUR MISSION 
Alabama-West Florida United Methodist Women Standing Rules. IV. Elections and Meetings. 

The voting Body of the Annual Meeting of the conference organization shall be composed of the following: 

One representative from each Local Unit 

Conference Executive Committee / Bishop 

District Executive Committees / District Superintendents 

Directors of UMW residing within the conference /Officers of the Jurisdiction residing  

within the conference  

 

Journal entry, retreat day.... 
 

In my many years of being a member in United Methodist Women I never really paid attention to the 

Standing Rules much. But when electing leaders to the offices for our mission for women, children and 

youth, I really should be more attentive. My participation in nominating and voting for a leadership team 

member requires some careful consideration. My Local Unit has only "ONE" vote and we must be atten-

tive as the Local Unit, the District and the Conference team has some very specific duties and must work 

together for the mission.  Each year as the election has been completed, the installation begins and near 

the end each officer "commits to the duties required in that officer role." But then there comes my part in 

the installation service. A statement and a question is placed before the membership body that's present,  

"Women gathered here, You who elected these women are called to be involved in the work of United 

Methodist Women, to support your leaders and work with them in our Purpose for God's mission - If you 

will accept your responsibilities as members of this unit, this district or this conference respond by saying 

" I will, with God's help. " 
 

I just committed to support and work with these officers.  I may have agreed in haste and wanting to get 

this part of the meeting over with! But, how else will I become involved in missions? This volunteer team 

of leaders (I just agreed to help) will guide and direct the massive work of the United Methodist Women. 

We can't do it alone, we will need God's help.  
 

In the coming months, many United Methodist Women members interested in Leadership roles in their 

Local Units, District and Conference Teams will be nominated, elected and installed as a United Method-

ist Women officer. They will need your help to organize this meaningful group for the Purpose of mission 

for women, children and youth.  
 

Particularly, please be attentive to the Saturday morning Business Session during Spiritual Enrichment 

Retreat, October 19-21, 2018 at Blue Lake Assembly Grounds. This is when we will receive the Commit-

tee on Nominations report of Slate of Conference Officers for the next term; we'll begin the election and 

end with the installation.  As President, I will read and conduct the election process (much of what's cap-

tured in the journal entry above)  to the membership present. I will explain how the voting will happen 

(either of these: acclamation, standing, raising hand, paper ballots) and I will explain the nominations 

from the floor process and all it includes. Please determine your Local Unit delegate who will vote before 

you arrive for the event/meeting. Only those attending mentioned in our Standing Rules, will vote. There 

are no absentee votes.  
 

[See the Spiritual Enrichment Retreat Registration form for a delegate checkbox]   

Your participation is very important and we'll need your attention to the election process, from delegate 

seating to the voting acclamation determined.  

 

Debbie Bell, President 

Alabama-West Florida United Methodist Women 
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Zan M. Jones, 

Chairman Committee on Nominations 

CHAIRMAN COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS REPORT 
 

We are pleased to announce the following Nominees during the Business session at the Spiritual Enrich-

ment Retreat: 

 

Debbie Bell  
President: 2 Year Term (Mobile District) 

Cathy Givan  
Secretary: 2 Year Term (Montgomery/Prattville District) 

Joyce Genz  
Education & Interpretation Coordinator: 2 Year Term (Mobile District) 

Kristine Jones   
Membership, Nurture & Outreach Coordinator: 2 Year Term (Montgomery/Prattville) 

Ora Gillespie 
Social Action Coordinator: 2 Year Term (Montgomery/Prattville District) 

Michele Smith 
Communications Coordinator: 2 Year Term (Mobile District) 

Zan Jones  
Committee on Nominations Chair 2019 (Mobile District) 

Peggy Cunningham 
Committee on Nominations Member 2019 (Baypines District) 

Cheryl Mothershed 
Committee on Nominations Member 2019  (Baypines District) 

Shirley Hodges 
Committee on Nominations Member 2019 (Demopolis District) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joyce Genz Bio 

Joyce Genz is an active United Methodist Women member at 

Christ United Methodist Church in Mobile, Alabama. Joyce has 

served as the unit president for the past 6 years. She lived and 

taught on the Navajo reservation for 19 years before moving to 

Mobile where she had a 25-year career at Spring Hill College. 

Joyce taught in the Intensive English Language Institute and later 

retired as dean of Graduate and Continuing Studies. In retire-

ment, Joyce and her husband Bill continue to teach English as a 

Second Language to students from all over the world at Christ 

United Methodist Church in Mobile. Joyce has led a number of 

mission studies at the unit and district-level and led Missionary 

Conferences of the United Methodist Church in the United States in the 2017 and 2018 AWFL Mission u. 

Joyce holds a Bachelor of Science in Education from Evangel University in Springfield Missouri and a 

Master of Science in Instructional Design from the University of South Alabama. She loves teaching, read-

ing and gardening.   Joyce has two children Daniel (deceased) and Geri. 
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Ora Andrews Gillespie Bio 

Ora Andrews Gillespie was born in Burnt Corn, Alabama and 

moved to Montgomery at 8 years old. She joined Metropolitan 

UMC at 12 years old after hearing a sermon preached by the Rev. 

Joseph Lowery. Ora has been a member for more than 40 years 

and has served as unit president for Metropolitan for several 

years, and serve as the Social Action Coordinator for the Mont-

gomery-Prattville District for three years. A quote from, Ora “I 

have embraced this community of women and am excited to be a 

part of the legacy”. Ora grew up in the United Methodist Youth 

Fellowship until graduating from high school.  She received her 

Bachelor of Science in Elementary education from Alabama State University; Masters of Education, 

Fayetteville State University; University of North Carolina, Pepperdine University, Los Angeles, California. 

Career Highlights: Taught in Florida three years, North Carolina seven years, and California twenty-five 

years, grades K – Adult Education, mentor and demonstration teacher for thirty-seven years; retired 

teacher, California 2004.  Ora is a proud mother of two adult sons, Dekovan and Damian, three (3) 

grands and three (3) great-grands.  She says that life is great and full of love and joy! 
 

Michele Smith Bio 

I am a registered nurse since 1988. Divorced. Member of South Brookley UMC 

since 1991. Active in local UMW since 1992. Have been social action, educa-

tion and interpretation, and President. I sing in the church choir, help with VBS 

and other local church outreach programs.  I have two children: Morgan Heath 

28 years old. He lives in Ozark Alabama, he is single and works for Ozark 

Board of Utilities. Sarah Fell 25 years old. She lives in Prattville Alabama, she 

is single and she teaches Elementary Music.  I hope to help better the lives of local women and children 

as well as reaching out with UMW mission work. 
 

Debbie Bell Bio 

Skills within United Methodist Women Leadership: Local Unit President - 2 years / District President - 4 

years / Conference President - current.  My skills for this Leadership role will continue to support our con-

ference membership to the National organization legacy endeavor in mission.  In the past six (6) years as 

conference/district president  I have been setting annual goals for the Leadership Team members and 

myself. I have a strong, decisive skill when determining our annual actions for women, children and 

youth.  I study and review our Standing Rules and Policies and the national Handbook for clarity and di-

rection. As required in this presiding role, I initiate and delegate the duties and actions of the Leadership 

Team  members. Professional Background:  I am and have been retired from the "world" workforce since 

2003. As I worked in the papermaking industry for 26 years, my most impressive position I held was 

when I took opportunity to be involved in the safety program as a coordinator for the safety of our work-

force and workplace. I organized and conducted safety meetings, investigated injuries and conducted 

safety inspections to name a few duties. Family:  My husband, Richard (or 

Ricky as all others call him) and I have been married for 28 years; our dog 

Thor lets us live with him. We are both very involved with Christ United 

Methodist Church in Mobile, AL. and respond to volunteer opportunities to 

grow our attention to God's will and direction. Contributions? Or, Why re-
elect Debbie as president again?  If I am given opportunity to continue this 

role as the conference president, I will continue to take on the tasks for 

our mission and provide direction to the conference officers, the District 

and Local Unit Leadership. Their tasks require attention to lead, gather 

members, organize, plan, serve, prepare and complete programs for mis-

sion - I will continue to provide advice and training ideas for that massive 

work. I'll help recruit other leaders to listen to God's call for the mission of 

United Methodist Women. I will continue to restate the Purpose of United 

Methodist Women through my Faith, Hope and Love in Action. 
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Shirley Hodges Bio 

A member of Thomasville UMC, Shirley Hodges, is president of her United 

Methodist Women's local unit and is her church's Lay Member to Annual Con-

ference.  She chairs the Worship Committee and serves on several other 

church committees.  She has held several district United Methodist Women's 

offices, including the Demopolis District President's position.  She is the out-

going Conference E and I Coordinator.  Shirley and her husband, Harry, have 

two daughters and three delightful grandchildren.  Her interests, in addition 

to United Methodist Women, include reading, needlework and plants. 

 

Cathy Givan Bio 

Cathy Givan is completing her second year as the Alabama -West Florida 

Conference United Methodist Women Secretary.  She is a member of 

Chapel United Methodist Church in the Montgomery-Prattville District.  She 

has served as president of her local unit and as district president. She has 

also held the position of district coordinator for education and interpreta-

tion. She has served on the Committee for the Charter for Racial Justice.  

Cathy assumed the role as Lay Leader of the Montgomery-Prattville District 

in January 2017 and is currently serving her second year. Additionally, she 

is a certified lay servant.   In her church,  she is an adult Sunday School 

teacher, member of the Staff-Parish Relations Committee, member of the 

adult choir and the Seven Notes Singing Class. Cathy is employed as the 

Administrative Chief of Staff with the Alabama Association of Justice. 
 

Kristine Jones Bio 

Kristine Jones has lived all across the state of Alabama. She attended 

high school in and around the Birmingham area and later enrolled in 

college at the University of Alabama in Huntsville. At UAH, she participat-

ed in many on-campus activities including: Leadership roles in her so-

cial sorority; President of the Student Alumni Association; Working with 

the Office of the President of the university. From Huntsville, she made 

her way to Auburn University and obtained a Master’s degree in Public 

Administration. While at Auburn, Kristine continued to stay active as: A 

senator in the Student Government Association representing all graduate students; a member of the 

code of laws committee; and a member of the Graduate Student Council. After graduation from Auburn, 

she attended law school at the Jones School of Law at Faulkner University in the great city of Montgom-

ery. She was a member of the Dean’s List, member of Phi Alpha Delta legal fraternity, and an elected 

chairman of the Student Bar Association. Kristine is a lifelong United Methodist. She grew up in the 

church attending UMCF and UMYF. At FUMC Montgomery, she is a member of the Cathedral Handbell 

Choir, member of the Harvest Sunday School Class, and Circle 10 UMW President. 
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